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FRONT COVER An impressive line-up of brand new F-86F fighter-
bombers at Suwon AB during the summer of 1953.The nearest
Sabre to the camera was assigned to the CO of the 8th Fighter
Bomber Wing (FBW), as indicated by the multi-coloured sunbursts
painted on the jet's vertical stabiliser — these represented all three
squadrons within the Wing. The blue-tailed Sabres behind the CO’s
F-86 all hailed from the 35th Fighter Bomber Squadron (FBS). The
8th FBW was unique in that it had flown three aircraft types
during the Korean War, namely the F-51, F-80 and, finally, the F-86
(James Carter)

BACK COVER Lt Sam Harris poses in front of his F-86F at Suwon.
His blue helmet and the similar-coloured trim on the Sabre behind
him denote that they were assigned to the 35th FBS of the 8th
FBW.This squadron was the second unit within the wing to give up
its F-80Cs and convert to the new Sabres, commencing the
transition on |4 March |953. At that time, all of the remaining
F-80s within the wing were moved over to the 80th FBS, which
would duly become the last fighter-bomber squadron to fly the
Shooting Star in the Korean War (Sam Harris)

TITLE PAGE Very few, if any, of the 36th FBS Sabres escaped
having names written on both the left and right sides of the
fuselage. FU-399 Irish’s Shillelagh was no exception, with its pilot,
Lt Lioyd Irish, being one of the original Sabre pilots drafted into
the squadron during its transition to the North American fighter in
the early spring of 1953.The 8th FBW's aircraft were parked on
the east side of Suwon, and the west side was occupied by the
high-scoring 5 Ist FIW, which was solely involved in performing the
interceptor mission (Lloyd Irish)

TITLE VERSO PAGE All pilots that transitioned onto any type of Jet
in Korea had to go through ejection seat training at Taegu AB
(K-2).As this phatograph clearly shows, the pilot got to experience
what it would be like to vacate an F-86 in flight using the North
American Aviation T-4E ejection seat fitted to the F-model Sabre.
The only sensation that could not be reproduced in this
demonstration were the forces that hit you when you ejected at
high speed. The ‘two-and-a-half’ F-84E Thunderjets sharing the
open-ended hangar with the ejection seat rig belonged to the

9th FBS/49th FBW (Kenneth Koon)

EDITOR’S NOTE

To make the new Osprey Frontline Colour series as authoritative
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LEFT Two anonymous | 2th FBS pilots enjoy their time out of the cockpit as they relax on a pair of
500-Ib bombs that are waiting to be loaded onto an aircraft. Behind the men, a group of officers
clutching cameras have gathered around F-86F FU-323, although the exact reason for this
congregation has been lost over the intervening decades. FU-323 was shot down on 16 June 1953
while initiating a dive-bomb attack on an enemy truck, its pilot, Lt James H Allston, being killed in
the subsequent crash. Mid-June |953 was a particularly brutal time for the |2th FBS

(William Barber)




TOP RIGHT The F-86F was
a very stable bombing
platform, which allowed
pilots to achieve a fair
degree of accuracy when
dropping ordnance. It could
also transport [000-1b GP
bombs (as seen here) to
the target at a greater
speed than its
predecessors, leading to
faster turn-around times
and more sorties per
aircraft. These large bombs
were capable of destroying
just about any target still
deerned worthy of
attacking in North Korea
by 1953.The red, white and
blue chevrons painted on
the vertical stabiliser of
FU-506 indicate that this
aircraft was assigned to the
| 8th FBW (Reid Ivins)

RIGHT Bore-sighting the
Sabre’s 0.50-cal machine
guns ensured that the
rounds fired off by the pilot
when attacking communist
targets converged perfectly
at the set distance. If
correctly sighted, fighter-
bomber pilots would only
need to make one high-
speed pass through the
deadly AAA in order to hit
their designated target
Accurate sighting was even
more important for the
fighter interceptor
squadrons, who relied solely
on their six Colt-Brownings
to destroy any MiGs they
encountered over the Yalu.
This particular F-86F was
assigned to the 67th FBS at
Osan AB (K-55) in 1953
(Cliff Nunnery)
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CHAPTER ONE

The Korean War

days, and 1t proved to be one of the bloodiest conflicts

asted for exactly 37 months and two

the United States has ever been involved in. Howver, the

massive oss of life sustained by the forces of the United

Nations (UN) in their attempt to stop the spread of

communism into South Korea had little impact on an
American public still ‘war-weary' from World War 2.

This lack of interest in the Korean conflict was duly
reflected in the media coverage the war received at the

time, In many respect

still exists today, with the first
real struggle between communism and democracy having
been consigned to the history books as 'the forgotten
war'

The Karean War was different in many respects from

World War 2. which had been fought just a decade

earlier: Granted, ground troops still travelled primarily on
foot, and tanks and artillery were still deciding factors in
the numerous battles that were fought between the
Pusan Perimeter and the Yalu River; However, one of the

most influential weapons of war in the 20th century

ached new levels of sophistication over the battlefields

BACKGROUND

of Korea. Its ‘infancy’ had spanned World War land its
‘adolescence’ the six years from 1939 through to |945. By
the time of the Korean War, it had reached full maturty
This weapon was airpower.

The air war over Korea not only

ompadssed deral

combat as seen in the past. It also ushered in the ne

N erd

of the jet, and the revised tactics that went alo

them. Finally, close air support was developed to a c

that could never have been imagined in the past.

The first fighter-bombers to see combat in

the torm of

were far from jet-powered, however, taking

World War 2-vintage F-51 Mustangs, F4U Corsairs and

postwar F-82 Twin Mustangs. The jet age ente
realm with the F-80 Shooting Star, F-84 Thunde
FIF Panther just weeks into tf

e conflict. All of the

would go on to achieve a high degree of

close ar support and interdiction roles,

UN

As the war entered the autumn of 1950, and
forces had all but defeated the North Korean People's

Army (NKPA), the only significant communist targe

remained untouched were situated in the north of the




LEFT By the spring of
1953, any communist
assets of note near the
frontline had been
surrounded by sophisticated
Chinese flak batteries. This
meant that attacking these
targets with ‘low and slow’
fighter-bombers was akin to
committing suicide, so the
task of neutralising them
was left to the newly-
arrived F-86F, which could
rely on its speed to outpace
the flak. However, as this
shot shows, even the Sabre
was not immune to AAA,
Wearing the yellow
sunburst tail marking of the
80th FBS at Suwon (K-13),
FU-434 is the object of
much amazement for two
squadron groundcrew sent
to inspect the damage
(Robert Odle)



ABOVE By the early
summer of 953, Suwon
AB was filled to capacity
with aircraft, for there were
two Sabre wings (six
squadrons) and an F-94B
all-weather squadron using
it as an operational base.

While the main runway
was concrete, most of the
parking area was made up
of PSP (Pierced-Steel
Planking). As can just be
seen to the left of this
photograph, the 8th FBW
had its own revetments
walled with sandbags. The
red sunbursts on the tails
of these F-86Fs denote
their assignment to the
36th FBS (Lloyd Irish)

ttle-scarred country, near the Yalu River — and

opposite Manchuria, With various USAF units

north to operate more closely with the troo product from the
ground, and the enemy in full retre t ome the st in
appeared th: e Korean War would indeed be ‘over by  another n

South-e
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IS Howev
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thousands of sc

, the fighterbombers log
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ment to be met. Thus,

numeraus major enemy offensives yed, or

because of the fighter-bombers.
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LEFT The arrival af new
F-86Fs at Osan drew a lot
of attention from members
of the |8th FBW. Dozens
of cameras appeared on
the flightline, and everyone
had their picture taken
standing by the new
aircraft. Facing the camera
in this photograph is Lt
Michael Encinias, who is
wedring his yellow baseball
cap to denote his allegiance
to the |2th FBS.The yellow
nose on the aircraft behind
him also marks out this
factory-fresh F-86F as being
part of the ‘Foxy Few’.The

| 2th was the first squadron
to stand down for
conversion onto the new
fighter-bomber Sabres
(William Barber)

FAR LEFT TOP Down time
meant quality time to the
&67th FBS, for they had their
own 'Red Scarf” club on the
base at Osan. Mast of the
off-duty pilots gathered
here to discuss missions,
and numerous other
matters of crucial
importance to a jet pilot in
Korea. Osan was situated in
the middle of the country’s
rural ‘heart’, and there was
absolutely nothing to do off-
base. Therefore, this facility
was often the site of large
parties, with all the "guests’
wearing standard-issue
&7th FBS red baseball
caps! (Robert Niklaus)

FAR LEFT BOTTOM A flight
of 67th FBS F-86Fs return
fram a mission over North
Korea.This photograph was
taken at low-level in the
vicinity of Osan AB just
prior to the pilots working
into the landing pattern
The &7th was the last
USAF squadron to fly the
F-51 in combat, completing
nUMerous missions in
January 1953 from both
Chinhae and Osan whilst
the rest of the |8th FBW
made their move to the
new ‘super’ base at the
latter site (Dwight Lee)



The avionics and ordnance
specialists at Osan were
constantly working within
the complicated confines of
the F-model’s nose. This side
view of a 67th FBS Sabre
was taken whilst the
aircraft was safely parked
within the confines of its
blast revetment. The long-
range drop tanks
synonymous with Sabre
operations in Korea can be
seen plumbed under the
wings of the jet, although it
is presently devoid of
ordnance (lames Gregg)
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RIGHT The maintenance
squadrons in Korea became
close knit units as the war
dragged on, with the
ultimate goal for these
outfits being a ramp full of
F-8és ‘good to go’ at any
given time. The men seen in
this photograph are from
the 67th FBSs ‘A’ Flight at
Osan.The percentage figure
for aircraft available for
operations during the
summer of 1953 was
cansistently very high, and
this allowed squadrons to
satisfy the great demand
for Sabre fighter-bombers
over the frontline

{Don Whicker)

FAR RIGHT These three
0.50-cal machine guns
provided half of the F-86F's
integral firepower. The Colt-
Browning weapons were
the key to an effective high-
angle strafing run or a
successful engagement with
a MiG-15. Indeed, while the
job of a Sabre fighter-
bomber was to ‘haul bombs
and move mud’, the F-86F
was more than capable of
taking on any aircraft the
communist forces should
put up to deflect them
from carrying out their
primary role. This Sabre
was assigned to the 80th
FBS 'Headhunters' at
Suwon (Raobert Odle)
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ABOVE Engine changes were
the most complicated and
time consuming of all the
maintenance procedures
undertaken at the forward
bases, with the peak number
carried out in a single month
being ten in June 1953
Ground fires and loose
objects sucked off dusty
taxyways were the main
causes of engine failure. Seen
here lacking various panels
and its tail section, PUDDY
TAT was assigned to the

I 2th FBS (Dick Kempthorne)

RIGHT No 2 Sqn of the
South African Air Force was
attached to the |8th FBW
throughtout the Korean War,
converting from the Mustang
to the Sabre at the same
time os the two USAF
squadrons within the wing.
This shot of a South African
F-86F recovering at Osan
was taken in the summer of
1953 (Dwight Lee)
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20 F-B¢

RIGHT Lt Cliff Nunnery
gives a sense of scale to
‘bunker-busting’ 1000-Ib GP
bombs. The F-86F could
rapidly carry two of these
devices to any target in
North Korea. Aerial
refuelling was not an option
for the Sabre in 1953, so
the external tanks
synonymous with the jet
had to get it to the target,
leaving the internal fuel to
bring the pilot home. The
primary difference between
the F-80 and the F-86 in
the fighter-bomber role was
that the latter aircraft
spent scant seconds In
‘harm’s way’ over the
target. The adage of ‘speed
is life' was never more true
than for the fighter-bomber
pilots over Korea

(Cliff Nunnery)

BELOW RIGHT The top
‘MIG killer’ in the fighter-
bomber fraternity was Maj
James Hagerstrom, CO of
the 67th FBS. His aerial
prowess in the Sabre had
been developed long before
he went into the bomber
business, and he made no
attempt to hide the fact
that his primary interest
was air-to-air combat. This
photograph shows &7th
FBS pilot Lt Robert Cassatt
posing in front of
Hagerstrom's F-86F “MIG
POISON" (which bears
6.5 red stars on its canopy
rail) at Osan in the early
summer of 1953

(Robert Cassatt)

FAR RIGHT A classic view
of a ‘Head Hunter’ Sabre
on patrol over South Korea,
close to the 38th Parallel
The yellow sunburst tails
were the trademark of the
80th FBS, which was the
last F-80C squadron to
swap over to the new
fighter-bomber

{Raymond Lee)
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One of the more colourful
Sabres assigned to the
67th FBS was DENNIS
THE MENACE, which was
named after the popular
cartoon strip then being
published in Sunday
newspapers across the
United States. Such ties
with home were never
broken, regardless of how
far away ‘home’ may have
seemed to the Sabre crews
Although originally named
DENNIS THE MENACE -
for obvious reasons — by its
first pilot, Maj Dennis Clark,
the jet had been passed to
Lt Reid Ivins by the time
this photograph was taken
in November [953

(B R Kibort)
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FAR LEFT A group of 80th
FBS pilots show an interest
in an ejection seat that has
been removed from one of
their Sabres. This apparatus
was ane of the most
important features of any
jet fighter, for it greatly
enhanced the pilot's
chances of survival should
his aircraft be hit by flak, or
by a well-aimed burst of
cannon fire from a MiG-15.
This shot was taken at
Suwon AB, home of the 8th
FBW (Robert Odle)

TOP LEFT A good frontal
view of a 67th FBS Sabre
parked out on the ramp at
Osan AB (K-55). During the
final three days of the war,
both Sabre fighter-bomber
wings were involved in a
massive attempt to crater
the runways of every
known airbase in North
Korea, for communist forces
were trying their best to
make sure that they had
aircraft based south of the
Yalu River when the
ceasefire was signed. That
would enable them to keep
the aeroplanes in North
Korea postwar, for the
treaty banned the
importation of any further
military hardware once the
ceasefire had come into
effect (Robert Niklaus)

BOTTOM LEFT All of the
squadrons that flew the
F-86F in the bomber role
had outstanding combat
records that dated back to
before World War 2. As
noted in this sign (seen
affixed to the roof of the
35th FBS's Operations
Building at Suwan in the
summer of |953), this unit
could trace its lineage to
World War | (Marvin
Patton)
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INSET The only squadron
that did not use an official
emblem during the fighter-
bomber era of the Korean
War was the |2th FBS
Instead, its personnel chose
to keep the ‘Foxy Few'logo

that had been created soon

after the unit had arrived in
Korea from Clark AFB, in
the Philippines, in July
1950.The emblem had
been designed by legendary
Mustang pilots ‘Spud' Taylor
and ‘Chappie’ James, and
this particular rendition was
posted on the | 2th’s
Operations Building at
Osan (Gene Buttyan)

MAIN PICTURE The
transition from a piston-
engined fighter to a state-
of-the-art jet was a serious
undertaking that did not
always go entirely to plan,
as this photograph clearly
shows — this | 2th FBS
Sabre was involved in a
landing accident at Osan.
Note the rarely seen
marking on the jet's vertical
stabiliser, which the [8th
FBW had initially adopted,
before being ordered by the
FEAF to switch to the now
familiar red, white and blue
chevrons (Bill fuhrs)
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28 F-86 SABRI

BELOW The first F-86F to
be delivered to the |8th
FBW at Osan was hastily
decorated in South African
Air Force markings soon
after its arrival, It drew a
large crowd, as many of
the enlisted personnel
within the wing had never
previously seen a Sabre up
close. Despite carrying the
distinctive Springbok
roundel, this aircraft was
soon assigned to the [2th
FBS, which was the first
unit within the wing to
convert from the Mustang
to the F-86F This
photograph was taken in
early 1953, several weeks
before any of the |8th
FBW's squadrons became
operational

{Francis Swartz)

CHAPTER 2

CONVERSION TO THE F-86F

The FEAF had decided from the beginning that the |8th

F-51Ds were

FBW would get the new F-B&F first, Therr

n any fit shape

ft. Therefore. before any

iccommaodate jet 4

on could take place, a new e had to be found

for the trio of squadrons that comprised the wir

w the FEAF, ho

to advanced

n and ‘edl delays were expe
With the first F-86F

I18th FBW, a further directive issued by the controlling

30s already slated to

Fifth Air Force on |5 December 1952 confirmed that the

wing would move 1 new 'super base’ that was almost

The facility w

ind the move had to be completed by no

December 1952, Of course, ver

base remained unfinished come the las And
even if it had been ready for op ne | 8t
FBW had still not received its first N Of

nal conversion date of mid-November!

Preparation for this monumental base shift and

aircraft swap finally commenced on 29 December w

the F-86-11 Mobile T nit (MTU) began arriving at

4 the unit ha

b lanu

Osan. Everything wi

been brought over from Chanute AFB. in lllinais. At this
. the |8th FBW v

_OMbat miss

ramme Of
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ABOVE During the [8th
FBW's intense transition
period, the wing borrowed
several T-33s from the F-84
squadrons based at Kunsan
and Taegu ABs. Their
employment meant that
more pilots could be
checked out over a shorter
period of time, and they
also allowed an instructor
to accompany a piston-
engined pilot on his first
few jet sorties. Once all
three squadrons within the
wing had transitioned to
the F-86, each unit was
assigned it own T-33 for the
training of new pilots that
rotated in at periodic
intervals. This aircraft was
seen at Osan in the
summmer of 1953

(Kenneth Koon)



RIGHT Wearing the early
tail markings initially
adopted by the |8th FBW,
this aircraft is seen being
towed to the gunnery range
for bore-sighting at Osan
during the first weeks of
the 67th FBS's conversion
onto the F-86F. The red trim
above and below the biue
star-spangled band on the
aircraft’s fin denotes the
Sabre’s allegiance to the
67th FBS (Francis Swartz)

The exploits of No 2 Sgn during the Mustang era are Investment
egendary. Final figures from official SAAF records state
ght from the USAF, and of this

of them were lost to all causes onto the Sabre

that 95 Mustangs were bo

er than 74 «

flown less than 50 mi

total, no fe

the human cost of these losses was 34 pilots listed as  from a piston- to jet-e

either killed or missing in action. These statistics make for Those with a mission tally in e

grim reading, and the |2th and 67th FBSs suffered similar  dealt with on an individ

casualties both in terms of men and machinery, such was pilots within the [2th and 67 5s, and eight of them

the nature of the fighter-bomber mission. were removed from the frontline, whilst the remaining 2
No 2 5gn had logged 2890 missions and 10,597  transferred out of the

sorties on the F-5] by the time the unit flew its 22 majority of cases, the

remair Mustangs to Kisarazu AB on 3| December  T-6s with the 'Mosquito

1952. C

ently with retinng their veteran piston-

engined fighters, the sguadron reported to K-55 for

ion onto the F-86F.

One of the fi

st problems faced by the wing following tours,

retirement of the F-51 was what to do with the many

populated trio of  (K-13) when it commencec

several weeks after the

raft/base ‘swap'. As its squ

then ‘checking out'|

if the USAF could not get a certain number of m

from a pilot after he had completed the training regimen
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The 36th FBS was the first to ‘check out' in the new

beginning this process on 22 February 953

oy, their 50+ mission types moved to the 35th
or 80th FBSs. When the 35th commenced its transition

on |4 Ma

D timers' passed over to the 80th FBS
‘Head Hunters' in order to finish off their combat tours
The 8th FBW enjoyed a much smoother conversion
onto the Sabre than the I8‘!_<:1 due to its near-three years
of jet experience with the F-80C. The sch

ed

edule obsery

I8th FBW also called for the entire wing to be
shut down at the same time, effectively displacing many of

pilots. The Bth, on the other hand, enjoyed the luxury

¢ its pilots finish tours in aircraft they had grown

iccustomed to

CONVERSION PROBLEMS
The MTL was o

b}

erfoaded at K-55. Classroom instruction

ran for eight hours a day. seven days a week, and as many

is three classes per day were being conducted by the

tors. With the war going on, UN forces could ill

to have two full wings removed from the frontline

it period of time. Therefore, the FEAF placed

greal importance on getting the changeover completed
In the shortest possible time, and thus hopefully

minimising the number of combat sorties

The pilots were not th -"‘r:I:f- ones making the -"i"-.iﬂg".(“'.

for their efforts over the frontline had to be fully

supported by groundcrews, maintenance personnel and
mission planners back at base. Indeed, before the |8th
FBW could be deemed combat-ready with the F-86F
some 240 mechanics and mission specialists had to first
be trained. In addition to these support personnel, the
MTU also converted a total of 99 pilots onto the Sabre

Three new F-86F-30s arrived at K-55 on 28 January
1953, and they were immediately issued to the |2th FBS.
From this point onwar
|
squadron had received the last of its 25 ajrcraft.
Sta
FBS could also boast their full complement of new 'Dash-
30s'!

With the arrival of aircraft, and the completion of the

1 steady stream of factory-fresh

Sabres were delivered to Osan until, on 31 March. the

ggeringly, within a week both No 2 Sgn and the 67th

classroom work, pilots at last found themselves ready to

strap into the Sabres and become proficient at what they

31




32 F.B6 SABRE FIGHTER-BOMBER UNITS OVER KOREA

ABOVE An unidentified
67th FBS pilot discusses
business with the crew chief
of FU-345 whilst
completing paperwork prior
to taking charge of the
Sabre.This aircraft was
eventually lost over North
Korea some weeks after
this photograph was taken.
Sorties for the wing
increased significantly once
the squadrons had checked
out their pilots and received
their full complement of
Sabres. Some 31| sorties
were flown by the wing in
March 1953, 645 in April
and 1234 in May

(Charles Rothe)

were paid to do — bomb and strafe the enemy.And unlike
their more famous fighter interceptor brethren, |8th
FBW pilots had to have a sound understanding of how
best to use the F-86F as both a fighter and a bomber, for
they were more than likely to encounter MiG-15s once
back in the frontline

The teaching of these skills to regular wing pilots was
the primary mission of the Combat Crew Training Flight
(CCTF), which was comprised of experienced instruc-
tors. For the |8th FBW, the original members of this elite
group (set up on | January 1953) were Capt Howard
Ebersole and Maj James Hagerstrom, who served as the
first two flight instructors, and Maintenance Officer; Lt
George Reimer. These men were vested with the respon-
sibility of checking out each pilot, no matter what his rank,
and preparing him for combat.

The regimen involved in this phase was the same for
both wings. The first item on the list was for each pilot to
take his F-B6 Pilot's Operation Manual (nicknamed the
‘Dash-One’) and sit with it in the cockpit of his new jet
for a minimum of four hours, memarising everything in

I‘\

the cockpit. They were also encouraged to take a fellow
pilot out with them to the jet in order to quiz each other
on its various procedures. A combination of the two
exercises was deemed the best way to become proficient
enough to pass the blindfold cockpit check, which each
pilot would have to do.

Instructors also reminded each cne of the former
‘prop types' that they must place a particular emphasis on
all of the items that were new to them within the F-86F,
such as use of the radio compass, jet instrument tech-
niques and cruise control,

Before any thought could be given to actually flying
the F-86, the function of every instrument, and the proce-
dures adopted when dealing with an emergency, had to
be memorised, for a written exam based on both aspects
of the jet was the next test for would-be Sabre pilots. This
quiz 'covered all the bases’ such as correct ar start proce-
dures, fuel quantities (with and without external tanks),
fuel tank feeding sequence, tank capacities, mach limits
and G limits for given gross weights and external loads,
and maximum speeds for lowering gear and flaps. In
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LEFT There is an old saying
that goes ‘when you lose
your sense of humour, the
next thing to go will be
your mind!" Fortunately,
Osan boasted more than its
fair share of comic
individuals in 1953. One
such figure was Lt Harold
Colladay, who is seen taking
a peek out of his Sabre’s
intake for the benefit of the
camera. Colladay was
amongst the first group of
pilots to transition onto the
F-86F with the 67th FBS
{Harold Colladay)
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RIGHT The 67th FBS’s Capt
Harold Snow was one of
the most experienced
fighter pilots to fly with the
| 8th FBW, completing 100
missions over North Korea
by the time the ceasefire
came into effect. He was
also one of the first
individuals to ‘check out’in
the Sabre at Osan.The
newly-equipped 67th FBS

began flying operational e 2
missions with its full P

complement of aircraft in =TI o 5

early April 1953 LD

(Harold Snow) : - =



transition perod. lronically. later that year (by which time
all three squadrons within the |8th FBW were well and
truly ‘up and running’) there were as many as eight expe-
rienced interceptor pilots working with the wing!

LAST SHOOTING STARS

As mentioned in the first chapter, the 80th FBS had the
honour of being the last sqpadron to utilise the F-80 in
combat. The Shooting Star had been the first jet fighter to
see action in Korea, and it had performed well. In the
early days, F-80s were used in the fighter interceptor role,
and they had been retained in this mission until the first
F-B6As arrived in-theatre in December 1950.

The 80th FBS was also the last of the six Sabre
fighter-bomber squadrons to convert over to the F-86F
Although they were not able to stand down until | May
1953, within two weeks they were operational with the
new |et, even though they did not receive their full
complement of aircraft until 4 June. The reason for this
delay was that the unit's jets arrived with ultra-high
frequency radio sets fitted by mistake. It took almost a
month to replace these with useable equipment, so in the
meantime, the 80th FBS continued to set records in their
older F-80Cs.

Lt Robert D Rawlings was a ‘Head Hunter' during the
transition peried from the Shooting Star to the Sabre;

‘As the last squadron to fly the F-80 in combat, it was
a great lift to have brand new F-86Fs delivered to us as

F-86 SABRE FIGHTER-BOMBER

replacements. The F-80s were so beat-up from almost
three years in the frontline that they were really
hazardous to fly. One of them even had reverse controls!
[l never forget when the new Sabres arrived at Suwon,
with only about ten hours of time on each of them. We
were like kids with new toys as we picked out the ones
to be assigned to us! The vast difference in time over the
target (F-80 versus F-86) was a tremendous safety factor
to all of us. The enemy gunners had a lot of trouble
leading us enough to score solid hits. it was definitely to
our advantage to be in the F-86s.

The significance of an active combat wing (I8th
FBW) converting from an out-dated aircraft to one that
would be considered state-of-the-art — and doing so in a
forward combat zone — has never really been fully appre-
ciated. When detalling this episode as part of ther
examination of the air force's role in the Korean War, the
USAF History Office states;

‘We cannot find another example of such a drastic
conversion in the history of the Air Forces, In World War
2, all of the fighter equipment changes were piston- to
piston-engine. B-17/B-24 conversions to the new
B-29 were all done in CONUS (Continental United
States). The most drastic was the 1945 conversion of one
squadron of twin-engined A-20s to four-engined B-32s in
the Philippines. Nothing else in Korea or South-east
Asia matches the F-5| to F-86 conversion done by the
| 8th Wing.

LUNITS OVER KO

BELOW This wintery view
of the ramp at Osan AB
was taken during the latter
stages of the |8th FBW'
conversion. The yellow or
red bands on the respective
fins of these aircraft
designated which squadron
the Sabres were assigned
to — red meant the 67th
FBS and yellow the |2th
FBS (F G Smart)




Maj Flamm D Harper was
Operations Officer for the
| 8th FBW, and he is seen
here posing in his F-86F
immediately prior to flying
another combat mission
from Osan AB. Maj Harper
was responsible for
planning the bold nocturnal
strikes flown by the wing
against two marshalling

yards (each packed with
around |00 boxcars

carrying ammunition)
situated close to the
frontline. Although at least
two Sabres were lost during
the mission, the munitions
trains were completely
destroyed, and a massive
Chinese offensive thwarted
in the process (F D Harper)







BELOW Manning jets on
the alert pad was always a
serious business for F-86
pilots in Korea, regardiess
of whether they were
strapped into an
interceptor or fighter-
bomber variant. Following
the ending of the war, the
8th and |8th FBWs''diet’
of alert duty dramatically
increased as the FEAF
prepared to intercept any
enemy aircraft that tried to
penetrate the 38th Parallel,
These 35th FBS pilots are
sat in their aircraft ready to
launch with only @ minute’s
notice. FBW pilots were as
well schooled in aerial
combat tactics as their FIW
brethren, thus allowing any
F-86 squadron to effectively
perform this mission
(Marvin Patton)

CHAPTER 3

NEW SABRES IN COMBAT




They would first have to complete several fighter sweeps

over 'MIG Alley’ before they were allowed to return to
bomb dropping, however. Each of these missions would
be led by experienced interceptor pilots
USAF records show that from January through to
lune 1953, the |8th FBW was credited with seven
MiG-15s destroyed, three probables and ten damaged,
without a single loss to enemy aircraft. However, during
this same period, the wing lost ten Sabres to ground fire
delivering ordnance at low level over heavily defended

targets was still extremely dangerous, just as it had been

the (appreciably slower) Mustang era.
One of the most experienced pilots to fly with the

[8th FBW was 67th FBS commander Maj James

Hagerstrom, who was not only a truly gifted exponent of

"

=

hter-bomber tactics, but also a World War 2 fighter ace
he had scored six kills flying P-40 Warhawks with the
gth F5/49th FG | 943/44
Hagerstrom made nc bones about his desire to shoot
down MiGs, and that is exactly what he did best. He had
originally joined the 4th FIW in September 1952, and
subsequeptly destroyed two MiG-15s. claimed a third as

in the South Pacfic in

a probable and damaged three more by yearend flying

E- and F-models with the 334th and 335th FISs,
Hagerstrom then became one of the original 4th FIW

pilots transferred to the |8th FBW in January 1953, being

F-B6 SABRE FIGHTER-BOMBER UNITS

given command of the 67th FBS. Thanks to his efforts, and
those of the other instructor pilots assigned to the wing,
by the last week of February there were enough suitably
qualified pilots within the |8th FBW to fly a few fighter
sweeps over 'MIG Alley’. On the 25th, Maj Hagerstrom
led the first such combat mission,

It had been decided by the instructors prior to the
conversion actually even starting that the first ‘order of
business' for the new pilots after completing the ‘check
out’ phase was for them to become familiar with the
interceptor mission. To this end, the first combat sorties
flown by all three squadrons within the |8th FBW were
against MiG-15s over the Yalu.

Returning to the

25 February mission, Maj
Hagerstrom fittingly claimed the wing's first kill with the
F-86F when he shot down a MiG-15 near Konha-dong.
Just over a month later; on 27 March, the major was again
leading a flight of |18th FBW Sabres through ‘™MIiG Alley’
they jumped a number of MiG-15s, and
Hagerstrom ‘bagged' two in five minutes. This took the
veteran pilot’s tally to 6.5 MiG victories (he had claimed
.5 kills exactly two weeks earlier), and made him the
28th USAF ace of the Korean War (see Osprey Aircraft of
the Aces 4 - Korean War Aces for further details). He
finished his tour with 8.5 kills, | probable and 5 damaged,
with all of these claims being made against MiG-15s.

when

ABOVE from the time the
8th FBW became
operational with the F-86F,
most, if not all, of its
aircraft carried names on
their respective noses,
rather than the elaborate
artwork synonymous with
other Korean Sabre wings.
Boasting distinctive red sun
burst tail markings, these
jets belong to the 36th FBS,
which was the first unit in
the wing to covert from the
F-80 to the F-86F.This
impressive flightline shot
was taken at Suwon AB
(K-13) in June 1953

(Dick Seger)
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ABOVE A perfect example
of the modest artwork
worn by most 8th FBW
aircraft is seen in this
photograph, which shows
Lt Ralph Haymaker
pointing out the name of
his Sabre for the camera.
Immediately after the war
ended, all F-86s that
remained in-theatre were
adorned with U.S. AIR
FORCE stencilling, as this
aircraft clearly reveals.
Ralph Haymaker would
later see further combat as
a Farward Air Controller
over Vietnam, flying the
OV-10 (Ralph Haymaker)
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ABOVE LEFT A flight of
three 35th FBS Sabres
return from a bombing
mission over North Korea
in June 1953.The sleek jets
pulled in close to give Lt Joe
Lynch a chance to shoot
some good aerial
photography, with

Lt Herbert Schimsk’s Dixie
Belle positioning just off
Lynch’s right wing. In the
final weeks of conflict
before the ceasefire was
brokered, the 8th FBW was
sending up 16- and 24-ship
goggles {each aircraft being
armed with [000-Ib
bombs) to attack the
bridges at Sinanju. This
target was probably the
most heavily defended in all
of Korea, and many F-86s
and F-84s were shot full of
holes while on their
bombing runs

(Joseph Lynch)

BELOW LEFT A good, clean,
side view of a 35th FBS
Sabre parked at Suwon AB
in the summer of 1953
The jet’s assigned pilot was
Lt Jjames Firebaugh, who
had named it Kitty and
Martain's Cotton Picker
after his wife and daughter
Most of the missions flown
by Firebaugh over North
Korea were against road
cuts and bridges. He
eventually ended up
performing a second
combat tour in Vietnam
flying C-123Ks with the
&06th Special Operations
Squadron

(James Firebaugh)
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Lt Frank Harrison’s Sabre
sits idle on the ramp at

Osan (K-55) in July 1953
Duri

inal three

months of the war, the
| 8th FBW burnt up close
to 1,000,000 gallons of jet

fuel each month, with the

r than the

vas slightly |

92 per cent figure achieved

in the

4
ring. This allowe

the wings to drop more

than 2400 bombs apiece ir
each month

(Frank Harrison)



BELOW Two hardworking
crew chiefs take time out to
have their picture taken by
The Pirate. The red trim
identifies this Sabre as a
36th FBS jet, and it was
assigned to squadron pilot
Lt Paul Gushwa.The 8th
FBW's main base was
Suwon, which was rivalled
only by Kimpo and Taegu
for the title of the largest
and busiest airfield in South
Korea. In late June, the
Chinese launched a major
offensive against RoK
positions along the 38th
Parallel, and the mission
surge generated as a result
of this action allowed many
36th FBS pilots to fly up to
four missions a day

(Paul Gushwa)

‘The tanks did damage to the wings, and they were

very expensive to simply lose after a single sortie.

en we punched a pair off, we would say "there goes

ancther Cadillac™ | think it cost the air force something

ke $5000 for each set. Instead of dropping aight

down. they would fly up and knock off the pitot tube. This
it Y
approached the base to land, for you had no idea what

could ¢n

e a potentially serious problem when you
your arspeed was. Fortun

y. none of our guys had any
calls because of this
With all four Sabre wings (4th and 51st FIWs and the

8th and |8th FBWS) now up and running at full strer

sreater problem quickly arose — the maintenance

departments f

- each wing were not equipped for the

y workload of servicing and repair ierated by the

intense cycle of frontline sorties now being flown. To

make matter worse, the two interceptor w

NEs Were
=]

ope a mix of E- and F-model

) the fi 'é‘\f'lLL'.'I -

- wings were equipped exclusively with brand new
F-30 models.

Back at
enance Combined Operations (

Sabre

Tsuiki AB,

n Japan, the Rear Echelon
REMCO)

WiNg

ad been

formed prior to the final

REMCO's brief was to help alleviate the se

n the frontline, and as such, it would |

mental in allowing all four wings to boast hi

Most

rates through to the end of the war. field r

and, with few exceptions

all majer

were performed at REMCQO.
The first F-86F-30 sent back to Tsuiki for m:
:’il:’i [\.«':I‘ ch

During the March/April period, the average turnar

came from the |2th FBS as early as

-lime >4dore was /

time for work performed on a hig
d '

the total time for any one

combat averaged out at about seven days. In Apr

26 F-86s passed through REMCO, before being 1

to their forward bases

INCREASED AAA THREAT

During the autumn of 1952, the

the number of Anti-Aircre
deployed around strategic targets both in the north

t the communists

further south. Indeed. the progr

had made in this area In just one year was astoundir

During the first two of the war,

years

heavy AAA had been locate

around key targets in the




ABOVE LEFT PRETTY
PATTI was assigned to the
67th FBS and flown by

Lt Robert Doyle. FEAF
senior commanders felt
that the most difficult
phase of the transition
training for |8th FBW
pilots would come when
they attempted to embrace
the fighter interceptor role.
Needless to say, the fighter-
bomber pilots took to the
air-to-air mission like a
duck to water, with the
thought of killing a MiG-15
being the ulumate
motivator! (Robert Doyle)

BELOW LEFT Maj Howard
Ebersole, Operations Officer
for the | 2th FBS, sits in the
cockpit of his Sabre at
K-55. He was one of the
most experienced leaders
in the wing, and had flown
numerous missions in
fighter interceptor Sabres
before joining the |8th. He
and Maj James Hagerstrom
were the first instructor'
pilots assigned to the wing
when it began receiving its
new F-models. This was the
major’s second ‘shooting
war', for he had flown
B-24s during World War 2
(Howard Heiner)




ABOVE This view of an
F-86F instrument panel was

en by Lt Kenneth Smith

t
during a ‘down day’ for his

unit. More than half of the

sorues
FBS during

period saw the squadron

by the |2th

the May-June

performing close support
missions either over, or in

the immediate vicinity of]

the frontline. Such

e direction of
experienced FACs, for the
frontline was continually
shifting during this period
due to the constant
pressure applied on UN
troops by communist forces
probing for weaknesses

(Ken Smith)



‘As Shattuck pulled up, his bombs set off some huge
secondary explosions. As Coury went in, one of the guys
called out to watch the flak, as it was getting close. There
was no doubt that we had stirred up a Hornet's nest!

‘At about that time, Coury got on the radio and indi-
cated he had been hit. As | glanced over to check him out,
| noticed that he was streaming a |00-ft torch of flame

out of his tailpipe! | told him to try and make it back over
friendly territory by steering one-eight-zero. He just
clearaed "Old Papa-San" mountain (which was held by the
enemy). and as he made it over the other side he
punched out. His F-86F (52-4339) exploded as soon as
he ejected. He parachuted safely to the ground.

‘As | dropped down to check out the burning
wreckage, | noticed a huge man emerge from a cave and
climb onto a "quad-fifty” AAA emplacement. My nose
was pointed squarely at him, and as | squeezed the trigger.
my 0.50-cal rounds converged right into him. The gun
emplacement and gunner exploded right in front of my
eyes! Bob Coury was captured and repatriated at the end
of the war.We lost a lot of aircraft and several good pilots

on these types of missions’

F-86 SABRE FIGHTER-BO

The 8th FBW also suffered its share of losses to
ground fire, as 35th FBS pilot Lt Herbert Schimsk recalls;

‘The first combat mission | remember was a | 6-ship
formation that was sent to hit the well-defended bridges
at Sinanju, | was the No 4 man in the fourth flight. We
reached the target on time, and immediately launched
our attack. As we rolled in on the bridges, | noted that
one of our aircraft in the preceding flight had been hit.

‘It appeared to me that the anti-aircraft fire had shot
off his right wing, causing the Sabre to spin uncentrollably,
The pilot did not eject. We continued our runs, and after
| dropped my “thousand pounders”, | noted the AAA
guns just off either end of the bridges, but it was too late
for me to bring my 0.50-cal guns in line with them. Speed,
angle and altitude would not allow it. A return pass was
out of the question, as duelling with 37 mm guns with
0.50-cals was not conducive to surviving the warl After
returning from the mission, | learned that the pilot of the
Sabre that went in was a good friend of mine. It was a
tough way to break into the bomber business.

Anather tragedy struck the B8th FBW in June,
although the loss was not caused by heavy AAA fire,

BeLOW PEGGY ANN was
‘owned" by crew chief S/Sgt
George Banasky. In a
unwritten understanding
dating back to World

War 2, it was common
knowledge amongst pilots
and crew chiefs that the
aircraft ‘belonged’ to the
latter individual, and it was
only ‘borrowed’ by the pilot
for short periods of time!
Banasky had earlier crewed
a |2th FBS F-51D during
the fighter’s final days with
the unit. Most aircraft that
served in the Korean War
featured the name of their
crew chief stencilled on the
right side of the forward
fuselage, along with a
nickname or nose-art of his
choosing (George Banasky)
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aBovEe Crew Chief Sgt Vic
Collier kneels down beside
one of the |000-lb bombs
that has been recently
shackled onto ‘his’ 67th FBS
F-86F The primary load for
the Sabre fighter-bomber
was either a pair of 500-
or 1000-Ib GP bombs.
HVAR rockets were rarely
used, and napalm was
employed on just a handful
of missions during the early
days of the F-model’s
operational service with the
8th and |8th FBWs. In the
last three months of the
war, the larger ‘thousand
pounder’ became the
favoured ordnance ‘of
choice’ (Vic Collier)

INTERCEPTOR




LEFT ‘Pulling” alert duty
during the Korean summers
was not the most sought

| after job. Here, Lt Marv

Patton (a pilot in the 35th
FBS) uses his locally-
purchased umbrella to
ward off the sun. Aside

from the wings of his jet,

the parasol provided the
only shade to be found out
on the flightline at Suwon

Each of the three

squadrons within the

FBW was tasked with

providing a certain number
- of aeroplanes and pilots for

alert duty, and this

remained an ongoing
tasking long after the war

had ended (Marvin Patton)




Each Sabre had at le

part of the team that
serviced FU-37 1. Like all
67th FBS aircraft (including
the unit’s T-33), this Sabre
proudly wears the

quadron’s distinctive
boxing rooster emblem just
aft of its gun troughs.

sually, in this instance

the cockerel has b
painted on the starboard
rather than the port side.
"MOVIN' ON" was
photographed soon
returning from a mission, its
groundcrew taking a bre

from the early stages of the |

agircraft’s pre-sortie turn

around {Vic Collier)
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aABovE Note the
differences in both the
position and style of the
rooster emblem worn by
this pristine F-86F in
comparison with the
aircraft featured on the
previous pages. With no
aerial refuelling available to
the Sabre wings, the pilots
depended entirely on their
long-range drop tanks to
give their aircraft the Ylegs’
required to reach lucrative
targets sited along the Yalu
River. The fighter-bomber
pilots were fond of saying
that when they ‘punched
off" bath tanks, they had
just thrown away enough
money to buy a Cadillac!
(Carroll Blum)

during the early summer of 1953, Lt Herbert Schimsk
remembers his early days with the 35th FBS;

™y first flight assignment in the squadron was to
/e as the CO's wingman on combat air patrols over
for MiGs. The

very clear

MNorth Korea, We were strictly look

squadron’s Operations Officer made it

that my only objective on this mission was ta fly wing and

e CO, no matter what!! | stuck to him like

stay witl

and apparently | did OK because | was scheduled with

him on several

Ure miss its up to the river

were long and boring, since we never encountered

enemy arcraft. Once we recewved our bomb racks, | was

able to fly with my flight, Later on, we found out thatthe

[=

4th and 51 st FIWs were always given the patrols that had

any chance of meeting the Mi(

that the 8th FBW
bomb racks, we scheduled
24 Sabres. There would be |2 F-86Es from the t FIW

flying top cover for us The 8th took off with only

'On the first pre-planned mis

flew

r receiving our
eceiving ou

23 Sabres due to a maintenance problem. However, five

minutes after everyone took off, the lone F-86F we had

left behind launched with two 1000-1b

his wings. He rapidly closed the gap and soor

with cur e

corts from the 51st. Once the piloé noted

rard to |

8th FBW to provide

model Sabres boasting only 5200 Ibs st

Sabres had 6090 Ibs st thrust er

it was determined that we did not ne
protect us from the MiG-15g

By the final two months of the war; the Sabre

bomber pilots had become very profici

And If there was an inexperienced pilot flying within a

t lactor because

roops In ose proximity to the 1:

asked with hittr James Setterbe
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ABOVE LEFT Lt John
Crocker broils in the shade
of an umbrella whilst
carrying out alert duty at
Osan in the late summer of
1953, If the alarm had
sounded, his F-86F would
have been airborne in a
matter of minutes. The
take-off roll on the Sabre
was a little over 3000 ft,
whilst its average airspeed
during the closing stages of
an interception was usually
about 520 mph (422
knots) (Frank Harrison)

BELOW LEFT The crew
chief for FU-33é poses in
his winter jacket during the
early spring of 1953 — this
particular 67th FBS Sabre
was assigned to Lt Cliff
Nunnery. The interior detail
of the starboard mid-
fuselage-mounted airbrake
is well exposed in this
photograph. In a heated
aerial battle, these devices
were important in keeping
the pursuing Sabre from
overshooting his intended
victim. If they malfunction-
ed, the hunter could
become the hunted in just
a matter of seconds

(CHff Nunnery)



ABOVE Having been off-
loaded from the bomb
truck, these ‘thousand
pounders’ will eventually be
up-lifted onto FU-389.The
1000-1b GP bomb proved
to be devastatingly effective
against bridges and
powerplants in the extreme
northern sectors of North
Korea. Such targets became
the ‘staple diet’ for F-86F
crews, for by the time this
photograph was taken in
the spring of 1953, there
were no moving targets to
be found during daylight
hours (Cliff Nunnery)




1 number of these missions, and here he elaborates on how
dangerous they could be in bad weather;

'‘Of the 47 missions that | flew in the F-86F before the
ided, the*toughest were those called MPQs. These

war

were radar-controlled missions, where we flew in groups
of three aircraft. We would take off from Suwon AB with
the flight leader in the middle and a single Sabre on either

side of him. The ceilings wege always very low on these
sorties, and we would enter cloud at an altitude of about
500 ft. On many missions, it was so thick that my leader’s
wing tip was only about 18 inches away from my canopy.
| literally could not make out his fuselage!

'‘On one of the interdiction missions, | was flying on
the wing of the CO of the 8th FBW. There were 48
Sabres that launched together. Everyone was jammed on

the runway, and we all "gave it power" at the same time.

| was the second element in line, so the jet wash wasn't
L]
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bad. but further back in the chain it was very rough! Each
F-86 carried two 500-Ib bombs, and our target was the
airfield at Sinuiju, which was right up on the Yalu.

‘Often, our recce aircraft would spot MiGs parked
there, but as soon as the communists knew we were
coming, they would fly over to Antung, on the Manchurian
side of the border.

"'En route, we were up at 36,000 ft. lining up for our
bomb run.We had to level off at 26,000 ft, and when we
reached this altitude, the sky turned black all around us.
The enemy had been plotting our let-down. If it hadn't
been for the undercast, a lot of us would have taken hits
from the intense AAA fire. Col Benz immediately broke
us up into elements so we could find holes in the cloud
cover, get below it and finish our mission.

‘As | was in a steep dive toward my target, | could see
the AAA gunners on their rotating mounts. They had a

BELOW 2Lt Dick Iglehart of
the [2th FBS pulls in close
for the camera en route to
Japan.All 8th and |8th
FBW Sabres had to be
ferried back to the Rear
Echelon Maintenance facility
(REMCO) in Japan for major
maintenance work, and
these overwater flights were
usually performed in pairs.
Having delivered their war-
weary jets to the factory, the
pilots would in turn fly back
in Sabres that were ready
for further frontline service.
The average turn-around
time for major maintenance
was seven to nine days
(Frank Harrison)




BeLow The port 0.50-cal
Colt-Brownings of Lt fjohn W
Dawson's NAUGHTY
NELLY undergo major
maintenance. The presence
of a tow bar attached to
the jet’s nose gear leg
indicates that this
photograph was probably
taken whilst the Sabre was
on the firing range, having
its guns bore-sighted. Six
machine guns was the
standard fit for all versions
of the F-86 used by the
USAF in Karea, although o
handful of 4th FIW jets
were fitted with four 20
mm cannon and
successfully trialled in aerial
combat. They were not,
however, used in the ground
attack role (John Dawson)
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remaining MiGs had closed the gap on the combatants,
and Lt Forbes called out for his leader to 'break’.

Seeing both Sabres move into position to engage
them, the two-MiG-15 pilots broke off their attack and
headed north over the river, At that time both |2th FBS
F86s resumed their patrol. Minutes latern two more
MiG-15s engaged the element from below, and Mann
turned into them, The subsequent dogfight developed
into a series of 'scissors’ manoeuvres in which the
wingman in the MiG element spun out. Lt Forbes was
then able to posttion himself behind the remaining MiG,
and he duly fired a long burst from his six 0.50-cals.
Numerous hits were noted, causing the enemy pilot to
panic and snap roll his arcraft to the right. After three
revolutions, the pilot ejected. With Capt Mann's earlier kjll
also being eventually confirmed, the element had bagged
two MLGS for the |2th's record books,

‘HUNTING’
Any pilot that ever flew an F-86 over North Korea auto-

F-86 SABRE FIGHTER-BOMBER |

matically had the urge to 'sneak’ across the border into
Manchura to do a hittle ‘hunting’ — this, of course, was
strictly forbidden by the rules of engagement in place in
Korea. Indeed, if all of the ‘kills' that were made north of
the Yalu River were officially recorded, the Sabre-versus-
MiIG kill ratio would have been significantly higher than it
already was.

" One of those pilots who flaunted the rules north of
the Yalu was Lt Jack Magee. He had flown 920 missions in
the F-80C while assigned to the 36th FBS, and when the
time had come for his unit to convert onto the F-86,
Magee was given the chance to stay on. He immediately
signed up for at least 25 more sorties north.

Magee vividly recalls the days when ranking Korean
ace Joe McConnell (of the 39th FIS) and veteran fighter
pilot Howard Leaf (of the 25th FIS) came over to give the

men of the 8th FBW some tips on a-to-air tactics. He
also remembers some of the patrols that he flew up
through '™iG Alley’, despite his primary mission being that
of a fighter-bomber;
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BELOW These two 67th
FBS pilots have ‘drawn’
Mobile Control duty at the
end of the runway at Osan.
This was often a hectic job,
especially when the wing’s
Sabres were returning from
a close support or deep
penetration mission where
they had met with accurate
AAA. Extreme temperatures
inside the glasshouse-like
control booth during the
hot summer months made
this duty less than popular
with pilots (Harold Snow)
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The |8th FBW suffered its
fair share of operational
losses with the F-86 during
the final months of the war,
as this photo clearly attests
to! Numerous aircraft
returned with serious battle
damage, whilst others were
written-off in non-combat
related take-off and landing
accidents. Once stripped of
all useable spare parts, the
gutted hulks were hauled to
the Osan ‘bone yard’ — this
view shows the 'Sabre
cemetary’ in the late
summer of 1953.The
yellow-nosed jets were from
the | 2th FBS and the all-
silver F-86Fs from No 2
Sqn, SAAF (Reid lvins)
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RIGHT When not airborne,
seeking out communist
targets, Sabre pilots
maintained their predatory
skills by hunting for
pheasant. The weapon of
choice when going after
game was a good,
dependable, shotgun. The
countryside around Osan
was well stocked with wild
fowl, and pilots became
quite proficient at ‘bagging’
their fair share of birds —
when the pheasants were
out of season, the men
turned to skeet shooting
instead. Here, Lt Robert
Niklaus proudly shows off
his ‘catch of the day’.
Hunting was one of the few
recreational activities
enjoyed by wing personnel
at Osan that was not
conducted on-base

(Robert Niklaus)




'‘Our MIG sweeps were less than fruitful. By early
953 they had learned to stay north of the river ... most
of the time, We did, however, enjoy being able to climb

out faster and higher than some of the fighter interceptor

ys from the 4th and 51st FIWs (many of whom were
g older F-86Es). Our F-models had 6090 bs st thrust,
and could easily cruise at 44,000 to 46,000 ft at about
0.86 Mach. ‘

‘We saw "zilch” south of the Yalu! Our orders firmly

stated that we were to stay on our side. A lot of pilots

could not deal with this. We had flown many F-80

“"up north” and not been able to effectively
counter the MiG threat Now flying an aircraft better than
the communist jet, we had no choice but to sneak over
the line — IFF (Identification Friend or Foe) off, and In

lence

radio s

and go looking for MiGs. Some of our guys

damaged claims during these unauthorised

ments.

On one patrol | was flying in the No 3 slot, with
another flight commander flying as lead. Silently, he took
his element on over the river | kept my element on the
south side. We would pace up and down the area until
our fuel gauge indicated we had to head home.The flight

R& SABRE FIGHTER-BOMBER UNITS OV}

lead that went over the line didn't have any luck that day,
but a few days later he did the same thing, and this time
one of the Sabres went down. Fortunately, the pilot was
picked up, for he had gotten his stricken aircraft out over
the sea before he ejected. But, we had lost a valuable
aircraft, and Fifth Air Force had a fit!

They immediately ordered us back to "bomb
hauling” only, being tasked to knock out bridges, railroad
track and troop concentrations. When my cbligation was
up, | got out of that routine. Of the |00+ missions | flew
in the F-86, only seven of them were in the airto-air
arena. To mark the end of my extended tour, | was
allowed to lead the group on my last mission,

FINAL OFFENSIVE
By early May 1953, the Chinese realised that the war could
end at any time, and Red Army commanders were duly
ordered by their palitical masters in Peking (now Beijing) to
gain as much ground as possible before any cease-fire
agreement was signed. If the army had to suffer heavy casu-
alties in order to accomplish this directive, then so be it.
Lt Robert K Cassatt was a pilot in the 67th FBS's 'Rye
Flight' in the final months of the conflict, and he and his
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BELOW This photograph,
taken soon after sunrise on
a Saturday morning at
Osan AB in the early
summer of 953, shows
the alert pilot and his
groundcrew being inspected
by the base wing
commander, During the war
years, missions were flown
throughout the week,
regardless of what day it
was. This routine became a
little more relaxed following
the ceasefire, although the
military regimen observed
during the conflict
cantinued on just as if the
squadrons were still at war.
For example, newly-arrived
replacement pilots still had
to undertake a strict
indoctrination period to
ensure that they were
combat-ready just in case
hostilities flared up again
(Kenneth Koon)




ABOVE Wearing the
distinctive multi-coloured
sunburst marking on its tail,
the F-86F assigned to the
boss of the 8th FBW
chases its shadow over mud
flats off the North Korean
coast. The jet is devoid of
drop tanks, meaning that

its pilot has either
Jettisoned these prior to
bombing a target, or the
aircraft is simply on a brief
test ‘hop’ following a
maintenance period

(John Thempson)
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colleagues were heavily involved in repelling the renewed
communist push south, Here, he recalls a |ate-war mission
that had a particularly fraught conclusion;

The Chinese had found a weakness in one of our
frontline positions, and were making a major effort to
break through. Our flight was called in to work with a
FAC, and our target was to be a suspected ammo dump
that was helping support the Chinese offensive.\When we
arrived in the area, we had to orbit for awhile because
some navy Skyraiders were working the same target. It
took some time because the Navy guys carried a tremen-
dous amount of ordnance on those aircraft. Our four
Sabres were loaded with two 1000-lb bombs each.

‘Finally, we got the green light and peeled off from
about 20,000 ft at |15-20 second intervals,\We dove dewn
to about 2500 ft, released our loads, and pulled out to
avoid getting too close to the ground fire. We were
almost vertical with our speed brakes extended. At this
late stage of the war. the Chinese had sighted some very
dangerous AAA pieces around their frontline positions
(both 75 mm and 90 mm). but | don't remember seeing
anything unusual on that day,

‘As we pulled out, we retracted our brakes and our

speed increased rapidly. For some reason or another, one
of our pilot's bombs faled to |ettison, Our

stated that we would have to follow him out ¢
Yellow Sea to release the bombs. So far it
to Osan (K-55)

LhICk

routine, so we headed back
surprise and consternation, a layer of fog had
covered the arfield. With fuel running low. we diverted
over to the marine base at Pyongtaek (K-6). When we
ild

barely see the ground, with the exception of the runway

arrived overhead, night was falling rapidly, and we

lights. As we approached on initial for break, we each had
about 200 lbs of fuel left, which under normal circum

tances would have given us about twe minutes worth of

time. '

‘We broke for landing and started on final approach

| don't remember the exact sequence, but one or two
q

both tyres thinking that the runway was much ¢

than it actually was — it was actually about 7000 ft long,

but had a hump in the middle so one could not

far end! My plane went off the runway, as did ano

Sabre, but finally we were all down! There was no damage

og

to the aircraft, but my ego had been wounded.



63

BELOW By the spring of
1953, the new ‘super base’
at Osan had begun to take
shape. The supporting
squadrons within the wing
had their own buildings,
and the roads that criss-
crossed the base were built
up to prevent them turning
into mud pits following rain
Conversely, during the dry
summer months the roads
were oiled to reduce the
levels of dust stirred up by
truck traffic. This shot
shows both an oiled road
and the |8th Supply
Squadran’s facilities, whilst
the ‘tent city’ on the side of
the hill in the background
served as living quarters for
a large number of wing
personnel (John Batchelder)
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LEFT Minor maintenance
and preparation for a
mission continue against
the backdrop of an
apprm]chmg summer
thunderstorm. In the spring
months of both 1953 and
1954, Osan AB was
subjected to drenching rains
that flooded large areas of
the base. However, by mid-
1954 sufficient
improvements had been
made to the facility to allow
it to cope with heavy rain,
and any damage caused
was quickly repaired
(Robert Niklaus)
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MAIN PICTURE Subjected
to extremes of
temperature, Sabre
groundcrews battled mud
and rain in the spring, dust
and oppressive heat in the
summer, and frequent snow
storms in the winter. This
photograph shows the
aftermath of a snow squall
that passed through Osan
during the winter of
1953/54. Even though the
war had concluded seven
months earlier, the wing
conducted ‘business as
usual’, regardless of the
inclement weather. Note
that snowploughs have had
to clear the taxyway to the
main runway. Parked in the
distance (to the right of the
Sabres) are two USAF
C-47s, which performed
daily shuttle flights between
Japan and Osan, carrying
supplies and spare parts, as
well as base personnel
travelling back and forth on
R&R. Osan’s tower can also
be seen behind the red-
nose 67th FBS F-86F
(Kenneth Koon)

INSET With aircraft covered
in several inches of snow
from an overnight fall,
Operations personnel from
wing HQ have employed a
Jeep to travel out to the
ramp to check whether
aircraft scheduled for the
morning’s missions will be
ready for their pre-arranged
take-off slots. Clearly, the
67th FBS Sabre in the
background is not on the
roster for the first ‘push’!
While bases in South Korea
received their fair share of
snow and ice, it was the
weeks of freezing
temperatures that took a
toll on men and equipment
(William Barber)
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FAR LEFT Lt. Sam Harris,
patrolling at altitude, snaps
a self-portrait through his
rear view mirror. Harris was
a pilot with the 35th FBS,
and he flew most of his tour
during the immediate
postwar period, when long
flights along the Korean
coast were the order of the
day. Although the 8th FBW
finally moved back to its old
prewar base at ltazuke,
Japan, on 20 October 1954,
the wing retained a
presence in Korea through
the regular deployment of
flights of Sabres to Kunsan
AB (Sam Harris)

ToP LEFT Devoid of
underwing stores, Just Joan
of No 2 Sqn slowly taxies
back to its parking area at
Osan at the end of yet
another strike mission. The
South Africans took part in
the massive May Day raid
against the radio station at
Pyongyang, which proved to
be one of the biggest
missions of the war in
terms of the total number
of F-86s involved. Both the
4th and 5 st FIWSs
provided top cover, whilst
the 8th and |8th FBWSs
pounded the target

{Reid Ivins)

BOTTOM LEFT The South
African rugby team,
comprised of No 2 Sqn
personnel, was a crack side.
During the unit’s transition
onto the Sabre, they took a
couple of days off for a big
match with the New
Zealand forces team in
Seoul. On 28 March 1953
a follow-up fixture was
played against the Kiwis at
Osan, and several matches
were also staged against
various British units —
indeed, one of their
toughest games involved a
British Field Maintenance
Unit. All matches were
played on a professional
level, even though there was
a war going on. This team
photo was snapped in July
1953 (Robert Niklaus)




RIGHT A pair of South
African Sabres toxy past
the parking area for the
67th FBS at Osan during
the first few weeks of No 2
Sqn’s transition period.
Note that the USAF aircraft
in the background are still
wearing the original tail
marking chosen for the
18th FBW, whilst the South
African jets have the tri-
chevron design (in their air
force’s national colours)
that was later adopted
wing-wide. No 2 Sqn began
its transition onto the F-86F
on 7 January 1953, initially
flying dual-control T-33 until
its pilots were considered
ready to solo in the Sabre.
Unit CO Ralph Gerneke
and deputy commander
Stan Wells were the first to
solo on 30 January. Once
all the pilots had flown solo
on the Sabre, the
squadron’s first ‘order of
business’ was to master
fighter-interceptor tactics
({Dick Kempthorne)
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TOP RIGHT The L
maintenance work carried 5 +
out by the |8th FBW's
groundcrew proved to be a
truly UN effort, for
whenever a problem was

encountered, personnel
from all three squadrons
would invariably get to
work on fixing the ‘broken’
aircraft. For example, in this
June 1953 photograph
South African crewmen are
being assisted by their
counterparts from the é7th
FBS. At this late stage in the
war, the in-service rate for
the F-86F was peaking in
response to the heavy
demand for the aircraft,
and its bomb load

(John Batchelder)

BOTTOM RIGHT This No 2
Sqn Sabre was
photographed in the
unfamiliar surroundings of
Suwon AB during the final
days of the war.The exact
reason for its presence at
the base is unrecorded, and
one can only surmise that it
had either been damaged
in action and had had to
effect an emergency
landing, or it was
participating in a joint
mission with the resident
8th FBW. Parked behind the
South African jetis a
checkerboard-marked 39th
FISIS Ist FIW Sabre, this
high-scoring fighter-
interceptor wing also being
based at Suwaon

(Archie Shaw)

FAR RIGHT The availability
of replacement F-86Fs was
at its highest right after the
war had ended, for FEAF
HQ made it a top priority
to get all the fighter-
bomber squadrons back up
to full strength — both
FBWs had received rough
treatment from AAA
batteries during the june-
July period. Devoid of unit
markings, one such
replacement is seen here
(at left) on the 67th FBW
ramp (Robert Niklaus)
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CHAPTER 4

FACTS, FIGURES AND
s | MIORE, WAR STORIES

bombs on Lt John Field's
F-86F by the ordnance

crew, the crew chief for |
FU-364 conducts his final
checks on the 0.50-cal
magazines whilst the pilot
finishes off his briefing and
rides out to the flightline by
Jeep. This 80th FBS aircraft
carries the same sunburst

{ 1y anar ’
marking on its tail as was | 4 il il ] ; e 1

worn on the unit’s trusty | retr : 1w e e 3 el bl K
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BELOW Lt Bob McDermott
holds his pose for the
camera whilst climbing into
the cockpit of his 80th FBS
Sabre at Suwon during the
final weeks of the war.The
heavy June ‘blitz" saw some
14 F-86Fs Jost to AAA. By
the end of July 1953, there
were a total of 297 Sabres
in-theatre, 132 of which
were fighter-bombers

(Bob McDermott)
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The South Korean work
force played a vital part in
providing labour for
numerous jobs that needed
te be performed on all
major air bases in-theatre
this worker has been
trained to help the
ordnance section, unloading
bombs from trucks near
aircraft in their revetments
The wing armourers would
then come in and physically
up-load the weapons onto
the waiting jets. This
photograph was taken on
the 35th FBS’s flightline at
Suwon in mid-June 1953
during the mission ‘surge’ to
counter invading Chinese

ground forces (Robert Odle)
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ABOVE RIGHT Maj Alex
Boychuck of the 8th FBW

prepares to climb in his

e at Suwon. The
colourful markings worn by
this aircraft indicate that it
was assigned to the wing’s
commanding officer. The
8th was regularly tasked
with bombing the large
Suiho powerplant, located
on the Yalu River close to
Manchuria. This was one of
the most dangerous targets
assigned to the Sabre
fighter-bombers due to the
proliferation of AAA sites

that surrounded it, and a

large number of jets came

home with flak holes in the

wings and fuselage,
.;J.'{r'.‘u.ug.'l only a few were
actually shot down

(Lioyd Irish)

BELOW RIGHT [t took a
minimum of three well-
trained maintenance types
to keep each F-86 in

service during the sortie

‘surges’ of June and July
1953, Prior to this, in May
the number of interdiction
missions flown by the |8th
FBW peaked at 487, this
figure dropping in the next
two months as the
emphasis shifted to
immediate and pre-planned

cl

support sorties — the
latter two taskings
accounted for over 000
sorties in June alone. Crew
Chief S/5gt George
Banasky, on the right, and
two other supporting
airmen show off ‘their’
PEGGY ANN, which was
assigned to the | 2th FBS a
Osan (George Banasky)




During the final three months of the war; still further
restrictions and operational guidelines for Sabre fighter-
bombers pilots came into effect. Now there were rules
pertaining to the handling of every type of target, effec-
tively banning ‘freelance’ search and destroy missions.
These fundamental changes came about because several
frendly positions were inadvertently hit by Sabre fighter-
FEAF reacted by stating that
fighterbomber pilot over the frontline had to be under

bombers every
the direct control of a FAC or tactical ar co-ordinator
before he was cleared to drop his ordnance. These
procedures remain valid to this day for USAF close air
support (CAS) aircraft.

restrictions, both FBWSs
continued to fly record numbers of sorties, and these have
never been bettered by the USAF Indeed, the records set
by the 18th FBW in particular have remained intact for

Despite the additional

over 46 years.The peak month for interdiction type sorties
was in May 1953, when the three squadrons within the
wing flew a total of 487.This was a slight increase over April,
which was the first month that the wing was considered
able to muster up a’'maximum effort’. As targets diminished
In June, so the sortie tally dropped to 314.

This decrease was not a sign that the FEAF was
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letting up on the enemy, however. The Chinese knew that
the war was winding down fast, and efforts to re-supply
their troops were increased accordingly. The problem for
the Sabre wings was that the entire re-supply operation
was carried out at night, which was the domain of the
piston-engined B-26 Invader They medium bombers
enjoyed great success ‘after dark’, leaving very little for the
F-B6F pilots to bomb and strafe.

With few targets on offer to the FBWSs behind the
frontlines, attention turned to close support missions
instead. Just how much emphasis was placed on the CAS
role in the final months of the war can gauged by the
following statistics for the | 8th FBW. During the month of
April 1953, the wing logged just 38 CAS sorties, but in
May, the number jumped to 558, and in June, No 2 Sgn,
combined with the 12th and 67th FBSs, launched 974
sorties in support of troops in the frontline,

The success of the two USAF aircraft types — the
F-86F and F-84 — that were dominating the fighter-
bomber mission, allied with the effective employment of
the B-26 Invader night interdictor, meant that the Chinese
were denied any chance of initiating an offensive against
UN ground forces before the cease-fire, Many years after
the war, facts began to emerge detailing just how massive

BELOW Lone [2th FBS
F-86F BO HEMIAN
BELLE Il has been ‘put
away for the night', shielded
from the elements with a
protective one-piece canvas
intake and canapy covering.
This aircraft had almost
certainly flown a mission
earlier in the day, and then
been declared ‘surplus to
requirements’ for the rest of
the flying schedule. This
photograph was taken at
Osan in the summer of
1953, by which time there
were more than |25
F-86Fs tasked with
exclusively performing the
fighter-bomber mission
in-theatre (Sam Bourne)
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RIGHT Like the 35th FBS,
the 36th FBS ‘Flying Fiends’
could also trace their
lineage back to World War
I, the unit having originally
formed as the 36th Aero
Squadron on |2 June
1917. Seeing extensive
action across the South
Pacific in World War 2, the
‘Flying Fiends' were one of
the first units selected to
occupy Japan in the wake
of V|-Day. When the Korean
War started five years later,
the 36th FBS was still
based in Japan, at Itazuke.
As with the 35th FBS, the
unit flew three different
types of aircraft (F-51A,
F-80C and F-86F) during
the course of the Korean
War (Paul Gushwa)

AE FIGHTER-BOMBER UNITS OVER KOREA

the efforts made by Chinese logistics forces to reach the

frontline were. Virtually all of these were foiled by UN
forces, for the CAS and interdiction missions had been
honed to a 'perfect science’ by mid-1953.

FAST FIGHTER-BOMBER

One the F-86F's primary advantages over other Korean
War-vintage aircraft was its high maximum speed (695
mph at 40,000 ft), and it was this factor which greatly
appealed to fighterbomber pilots in-theatre. It was no
secret within the FEAF that the role of close air support
was becoming more and more dangerous due to the
proliferation of AAA sites scattered across the battlefield.

The ‘Dash-30" Sabre could carry a heavy war load and
still ‘get in and out’ fast. This effectively meant that the pilot
strapped into his cockpit could minimise the level of his
exposure to the AAA batteries — especially those deadly
37 mm guns.

Aside from its impressive turn of speed, the F-B6F
also boasted a unique gun/bombsight, which allowed
pilots from both FBWSs to achieve astounding accuracy
with their 1000-Ib bombs. One of those pilots was Capt
Flamm Harper, 18th FBG Ops Officer;

‘We could initiate a dive-bomb attack from practically
any altitude. One excellent tactic against targets heavily

defended, or deep within enemy territory, was to
approach from 30,000 ft or above, thus simulating fighter-
interceptors on the enemy's radar. At 85 per cent power,
and with speed brakes extended, we could dive towards
the general target at about a
50-degree angle and let the airspeed stabilise. Even rela-
tively small targets could be identified at about 20000 ft,
while appropriate adjustments were made for the final

area of the

attack in the dive.

‘Usually, these attacks came as a total surprise to the
enemy, since they were unaware we were even in the
areal The first indication of our attack was usually the
detonation of our bombs. Very often, the last aircraft had
cleared the target before the first round of anti-aircraft
fire was noticed!

Another Ops Officer who, enjoyed great success with
the bombsight was Maj Ebersole of the |2th FBS;

‘| think that the manual pipper control that we had
been given after we had been in combat with the Sabres
for awhile was one of the best things to happen to us. It
helped us improve our accuracy. Famous test pilot Bob
Hoover from MNorth American Aviation came over and
demonstrated it, using one of our squadron aircraft. Some
of our pilots, however, took a grease pencil and a straight
edge and put a 45-degree line on the left side of the



wvere in their dive and that line

they knew that they were exactly 45

the horizontall Whatever method was used,
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bombs

re the
f the 67th FBS also wvividly remembe
es with the F-86F;

was essentially the same colli

been used by our fighters at the

orld War 2. The main exception was the radar

ranging input (Type A-4), rather than the manual tw

the F-B6A

of
(Type A-1CM), to control the
= computensed fi olution. Intially,
was a predetermined depression of the

le, However, abo

t the time | got to

ing of 1953, Bob Hoover arrived with his

a series of lines painted on

the rol

with of the

roll was made » bomb run, the

uring

appear to swing as if

pendulu

, The effect on a stabilised dive angle was wild,

even a
not
before pull up. | can vividly remember on one mission
\;-.r'.f'uor»: | made that “correction”

/G
even thot

and | pulled well over the

id limit
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There were numerous INci in which F-B4

ents

withstood G-forces

r greater than the manufacturer had

recommended. Indeed

a tough fighter that
the pilots did not worry about overstressing the airframe
in a

critical situation. And the F-86F fighter-bomber

version was undoubtedly put tc st more often than

the interceptor models because of the weighty bombload

rried. The | 2th FBS's Maj Ebersole

| rememt

that 1t ¢ g

er one time when | pulled 9G on a bamt

run. | was in a steep dive with two |000-lb bombs on

8l

BeLow DENNIS THE
MENACE has been towed
out to the range to have its
guns harmonised at Osan
in late fune 1'953. Exactly
one year later, the USAF
would reach its peak
strength in respect to the
number of fighter wings it
had flying either A-, E- or F-
madel F-86s. On 30 June
1954, there were no fewer
than |9 wings equipped
with Sabres, although by 30
June 1955 this total had
dropped to |3 {Art Huhn)
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BELOW For a brief period
in late 1953, the |2th FBS
made an effort to paint
their emblem on the left
side of all their assigned
Sabres — their sister unit,
the &8th FBS, had done this
as soon as they had
received their quota of
F-86Fs. Despite the best
efforts of the unit's
maintenance personnel, not
all of the |2th’s jets
received the unigue
marking, which is well
shown in this view

(Ken Smith)

B

MBER UNITS OVER KOREA

board. | "pickled” both at the same time and neither of
them released. It was very difficult to pull the aircraft out
of the dive, but | did it without suffering any structural
problems. After returning to base, the jet was checked
over by the maintenance people. and they could find
nothing wrong, so it continued to fly missions.

If there had been an inherent structural weakness
in the Sabre, many pilots would not have lived to talk
about it.

While the greatest dangers in the Korean War were
faced by the troops in the frontline and the aircrews
either supporting them directly, or ranging deep into
enemy territory, it wasn't exactly safe to be on the flight-
line either — especially if your job entailed handling live
ordnance, or directly maintaining the aircraft. Explaining
the 'lot’ of the unsung groundcrewman in Korea is Crew
Chief, Sgt Herbert Baer, who was with the 36th FBS when
they turned in their F-80Cs for new Sabres, He recalls an

E

incident on the line at Suwon that could have turned into
a disaster;

‘Things sometimes get out of hand on an otherwise
routine day. | remember one time when an .:"r“.’=-;}.;1|'e." wWas
an F-86F that

was parked in the front revetment line. He accidentally

reloading 0.50-cal amme into the guns of

charged off a round. It passed under the left wing of the
and a

bomb, and hit a power unit that was parked in front of

500-lo

aircraft in front, between the drop tank

the wing. The round pierced the fuel tank of tf

side a neighbouring Sabre saw the smoke and flames and
abandoned his truck for "parts unknown’,

“Two airmen brought up a large wheeled fire bottle
and unravelled the hose. Upon opening the valve, it was
discovered that the bottle was empty! The airmen looked

into the nozzle in disbelief and abandoned the area also

A technical sergeant then grabbed the tongue af the
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FINAL BATTLES

uipment or aircraft
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BELow All dressed up and
only one place to go

North Korea. These 36th
FBS pilots, suited up and
finished with their briefings,
are being drapped off on
the flightline. Although the
weather may have been
warm on the ramp, at
40,000 ft things got a little
cool in the cockpit — hence
the bulky clothing. Evidently,
there was a shortage of
vehicles at Suwaon, for all of
the pilots involved in the
mission have jumped on
this one feep! Normally, a
truck would have been
provided (Dick Seger)
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Harper, found himself in charge of the wing when both his
boss and the group commander were away attending a
military conference in Japan. During that single day, the
wing completed 92 sorties as part of a typical flying
schedule. At 1700 hours, the final two flights of Sabres
launched on this record-breaking day were still north of
the frontline, Having turned for home, the pilots suddenly
spotted something that they had rarely seen before. Ma
Harper recalls some of the I-det;uls:

'Just as | thought we were about through for the day,
flichts

Lt Col Harry Evans, who was leading one of the flights,

called in on his radio. He stated that they had just spotted
about 100 boxcars in a marshalling yard in close prox-
imity to the frontline. This was very unusual. Evans also

stated that when they made firing passes on them, the rail

erupted with huge secondary explosions. This meant

that they were loaded with munitions. Finally, he added
a ; ;
that another marshalling yard close by had an equal

number of boxcars in it. Evans relayed the target co-c
nates to us, and we set the wheels in motion for an

instantaneous response. This was something very big, and

dayligh
‘We could not re

authorisation to initiate a major strike this late in the

any one of rank to give us

evening. Something had to be done at once because the

boxcars would be unloaded during the night, and there
would be nothing left to hit at first light. This would be the
tolghest decision of my career. While the Combat
Operations Center's Duty Officer relayed the "scramble™
aircratt, |

order and target data to the eight alert
contacted Fifth AF Combat Ops Center to give them the
co-ordinates of the targets, and tell them what we were
planning on doing. Within 15 minutes we launched 16
more F-Bés.We also prepared to receive and reload the
jets that were already hitting the marshalling yards,

‘This ended up being a major wing effort. By now, we

s continued. | was

were In total darkness and the fl

th FBS commanders

=]

informed by both the [2th

that once our aircraft had gotten airborne, the fires from

the munitions cache were burning so bright that it was

easy to find the target

BELOW A quartet of Sabre
combat veterans pose for
the camera. These men are,
from left to right, Lt Col
Harry ‘The Harse' Evans,
Maj Carl Lovell, Capt
Dennis Clark and Maj
Richard Kenney. All were
experienced in the
‘management’ of the |8th
FBW's squadrons, and
frequently scheduled
themselves for missions into
the most dangerous areas
of North Korea. Their
knowledge was duly passed
on to the younger
generation of pilots that
were sent to Korea fresh
from training school in early
1953 (Dick Kenney)

x
=



BELOW The long,
monotonous, postwar patrol
flights were a daily
obligation for both Sabre
FBWs. Radio chatter was
kept to @ minimum, and the
pilots had to be ready to
react to any situation in a
split-second — for example,
if they were to come under
aerial attack, it would be
from a greater altitude, and
out of the sun.With the
arrival of the relief flight,
there was always a brief
opportunity to pull in close
to the newly-arrived Sabres
and take a few ‘snaps’,
although this was only done
once both flights had
moved further south, and
out of danger. Here, a 67th
FBS Sabre pulls in close on
the wing of Lt Bob Niklaus
while at a very high altitude
(Robert Niklaus)

-BOMBER UNI

TS OVER KOREA

‘That entire valley was lit up like daylight. The other
pilots stated that once they got up to 6000 ft. the fires
were like a beacon. We were putting so many aircraft into
the target area that it soon became very dangerous for
C-47
arrived on the scene with a FAC onboard, and he took

the jets milling around in the darkness. Finally, a

over directing the attacks.

‘We were well into the “surge", and no one on base
knew that this operation did not have Fifth AF approval! |
was the only one that had this knowledge and it was too
late to stop. At one point, | requested that the Combat
Ops Center of Fifth AF either get approval or order me
to stop the operation. | received neither:

‘Shortly after midnight, we lost two aircraft due to
ground fire. In view of these losses, | knew that none of
this could be kept quiet. Within that 24-hour period, the
|8th FBW had generated approximately 212 sorties, of
which |20 had not been authorised by the Air Force.We
had completely destroyed the Chinese cache of muni-
tions that were to support the "million-man offensive”
that never happened.

‘None of these figures, or achievements, appeared in
any of the wing records, and very little was said about it.
The important thing is that the decision was made, we
accomplished our objective and thousands of lives were
probably saved!

As a postscript to this incident. the official record for

sorties in one day remains with the 36th FBS, and histor
FBW \

92 assigned sorties for that mid-June day, which was

ical data still shows that the |8th
perhaps one of the most significant of the whole war.

Lt Charles B Cox of the 36th FBS recalls his involve-
ment in the June Chinese Offensive;

‘| can vividly recall the big bombing surge we ha

the middle of June. The weather was clear, which was
always the case.The Chinese troops had launched an all
out attack against the RoK forces that were defending
part of the frontline — | understand that they punched

through 30 or more miles. We were tasked witt

break-up the offensive, and | remember flying

missions on one of those days.

These sorties saw us performing a combinat
dive-bombing and strafing. We attacked positions that had

been on our side of the front, so we had some easily

s etc,), On

third mussion of the day, | was flying element lead (the No

recognisable targets (buildings, bridges, ro

3 position) in a flight of four. After my dive-bomb run, |
felt the normal release thump, pulled out of the dive and
broke into a left climbing turn over enemy lines. This was

standard procedure in the event that you had h

bomb(s). The No 4 man called out for me to break
right

the AAA gunners had zeroed in on me,




climb, | made safe my bomb switch

the right pylon. When the switch went to the safe

it leader, Lt Paul

ropped, My f

down to see where it had hit. and |

open area devoid of

him. It exploded in an

was our greatest fear — acci-
v troops. Upr_‘."- my return to Suwon

> info HQ Fifth AE. There were no

“friendlies” being hit, so we were relievec

Inder normal conditions, we would always be working
with a FAC, who would usually mark our targets with

‘Willie Peter

= phosphorous rockets, But, under

the circurmnstar of the big Chinese push, we didn't

miss 5 d very hectic tir

vith one «

as many bombs on the enemy in

ort a time as possible. | recall that some of our pilots

ons during that s

records for the |8th FBW show

official historica

that i6th FBS alone flew 121 sorties on |5 June,
f was an ai ecord that almost certainly still
tands to this day

as to why napalm

There has been some speculat

wasn't the weapon of choice as it had been during the

that are mentioned In

| 8th's Mustang days. The statis

the recorded microfilm history of the wing during its

Sabre days does not reveal the use of napalm during
heavy May/June/July period. Lt. Herbert Schimsk, 35th FBS

pilot, sheds some light on this:

‘With regard to the F-86F delivering napalm, | guess it

could do it as well as the F-80 and F-84. You have to

realise that the terrain and rules of engagement were

very limiting factors in Korea. In both of the

where | used napalm, we were required to make runs

over enemy territory parallel to the frontline in order to

preclude dropping our ordnance on "friendlies”. In botk

and valleys blocked our approaches from

cases, ridges

either the north or the south, leaving us to run in from

either the east or the west, and thus making it impossible

fectively from level flis

to drop e
During the la

t months of the war, the relative

stability of the frontline could only be determined by

jamming as many troops as possible (friendly and enemy)

into a very tight area. Therefore, the risk of hitting UN

troops proved to be just too great for the use apalm

aBove When it came to
cregture comforts in Koreg,
although the sleeping
quarters might have been a
little on the austere side,
the ‘O'Club’ was most
definitely not — this was the
place to be when off duty!
Most of the Officer’s Clubs
that were strung around
the various South Korean
bases were decorated with
excellent murals depicting
the wings’ history, or more
recent accomplishments
against the MiGs. The
squadron emblems
displayed in this photograph
relate to the |2th and 67th
FBSs (Robert Niklaus)
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STATISTICS FOR THE 18th FBW IN KOREA IN 1953

APRIL MAY JUNE
Ave N
86 14
Total | | t 1 oy |G Y 1 2|
Total F-86Fs Lost in Combat 0 )
lotal F-BéFs Lo

89

There were a lot of unsung
heroes in Korea, and many
of them did not come
home.The real tragedy of
their loss is that today, only
their families, and the pilots
that served with them,
remember their sacrifice.
This photo (taken in May
1953) shows Lt Chadwick
Smith, who flew with the

| 2th FBS, preparing for a
mission in his assigned
F-86F, FU-380. On |5 June
he was killed in action
while bombing communisat
targets in this aircraft
(Howard Heiner)
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MAIN PICTURE Despite the
fact that the war was still
being fought at an
increasingly hectic pace, the
groundcrew of the |8th
FBW still found the time to

embellish a number of the

the external tanks fit

Sabres within the wing. This
| 2th FBS jet, for example,
carries tanks detailed in the
squadron’s familiar yellow
colour. These vital external
stores were not cheap to
manufacture, and
I

fortunately for the

bomber pilots, they were
seldom ‘punched off” for
MiG-15s were rarely
encountered by this late
stage of the war. The
artwork worn by The
Stinger was painted on by
its crew chief. This
photegraph was taken as
the flight returned home
following the completion of

a mission (John Dawson)

INSETS The emblem above
was an unofficial creation
inspired by the various
flights that formed the 67th
FBS, which were all
identified by the names of
drinks — Coke, rye, gin etc
Fixed above the unit's
‘hooch’, this sign left no
doubt as to who 'lived’
there. The second sign is an
exact copy of the official
67th FBS patch worn both
on pilots’ flightsuits and on
squadron gircraft

(Cliff Nunnery)



92 F-86 SABRE

FIGHTER-BC

RIGHT During June 1953
the time spent by aircraft
on the ground during
daylight hours was kept to
a minimum. A high in-
service rate was maintained
by the |8th FBW, allowing
the wing to cope with the
sortie 'surges’ that
punctuated the final weeks
of the Korean War. Here,

| 2th FBS Sabres are being
simultaneously serviced,
refuelled and bombed up,
thus drastically cutting turn
around times

(Jahn Batchelder)

KOREAN RECORDS FOR THE 8TH FBW

| First USAF wing committed to action in Korea

2. First jet wing to see combat

3. First jet wing to shoot down an enemy aircraft

4. First to fly 255 sorties in one day (a record that th.e';
later broke)

wn

First to fly 290 sorties in one day (15/6/53)

6. First to fly 50000 sorties in jet warfare (again, they

broke their own record, and were the first to fly 60,000
the 8th FBW ended
the war with a total of 64,679 sorties flown)

sorties In jet warfare on 30/5/53

G =
= dogy et ,,ﬁ.-o"h._._'n".p_:_ﬁc—

7. Wing's 36th FBS was the first unit to fly |2
combat sorties in one day (15/6/53), a record which

still stands

b )
8. Wing dropped 82,1125.000 Ibs of explosives during
the war

9. Wing flew more combat sorties than any other USAF

unit in Korea

These ‘first’ were taken from the records of Raymond
C Lee, who served with the 8th FBW as Wing
Operations Officer; and as the 35th FBS's Operations
Officer and, finally, as the latter unit's CO.
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BELOW Fighter-bomber ace
Maj J[ames Hagerstrom is
seen here helping
groundcrews ready his
Sabre for another mission
His enthusiasm for the 'kill’
was reflected in the
chances he took ‘sneaking
up’to the areas frequented
by MiG-15s after he had

made his bombing run

Hagerstrom was criticised
for this more than once,
and he almost certainly
would have dropped down
the ranks to lieutenant if it
had meant being able to fly
fighter-interceptor missions
with the 4th or 5/st FIWs
once again! Instead, he was
promoted to lieutenant-
colonel and eventually

USA

posted back to

(Archie Buie)
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ABOVE Pilot Lt Kenneth

Koon (right) poses with his

chief prior to a
mission. This view shows
FU-360 from the left side,
revealing one of its

nicknames (the Princess)

On the right side it wore

1d Pretty Patty
Whilst at Osan, 67th FBS

Sabres had their red

1 trim kept in

condition, the

ndcrews st

b the pamnted areas

ip free (Kenneth Koon)
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ABOVE From this angle
FU-360's starboard artwork
is clearly visible. Nicknames
or nose-art worn on the
starboard side of the
aircraft was usually chosen
by the jet's crew chief, or a
member of the ground
support crew, whilst the
port side was the pilot's
domain (Kenneth Koon)

LEFT On many missions
flight compaosition was often
mixed, with two jets from
one squadron being joined
by two from another. Here,
a 35th FBS Sabre has
pulled up alongside a 36th
FBS aircraft en route to
Suwon following a bombing
strike over North Korea.
Sometimes, these
combinations resulted from
one Sabre aborting a
mission and taking his
wingman back with him to
base as an escort -
standard wing policy. This
left an element of two
Sabres free to join up with
others in the formation
(Paul Gushwa)
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RIGHT A 67th FBS Sabre
flies in close formation with
his element lead. With no
external fuel tanks showing,
this jet has either had to
fettison them as a result of
combat, or is flying a test
‘hop’in the Osan area after
routine maintenance. All
F-86 wings that were based
in South Korea had their
major maintenance done in
Japan.When the war ended
in late fuly 1953, there
were a total of 297 Sabres
in-theatre. This placed a
heavy burden on
maintenance personnel,
regardless of whether they
were based in Japan or in
South Korea (Caroll Blum)

BELOW RIGHT SWEET
SUE of the | 2th FBS
almost certainly boasted
more kill markings than
any other Sabre in either
FBW. Although this unit
failed to produce a single
ace, it would seem likely
that FU-381 was involved
in the destruction of at
least two MiGs. The
remaining red stars almost
certainly denote kills scored
by pilots that flew this
aircraft after they had
enjoyed success with other
squadrons. This particular
pilat is using a Korean
umbrella to ward off the
summer sun during his shift
on the alert pad at Osan
(William Barber)
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BELOW There was always
activity on, and around, the
alert pad. Here, HONEY
(from the 36th FBS) is
undergoing the final phase
of preparations prior to it
being declared mission
capable. The jet’s pilot,
meanwhile, can be seen
standing off the port
wingtip, deep in discussion
with a fellow aviator. In the
immediate aftermath of the
ceasefire, all four Sabre
wings based in Korea were
responsible for furnishing a
set number of aircraft for
the daily alert duty. Indeed,
the F-86 was the only
aircraft type in-theatre that
had the speed to conduct a
successful interception prior
to communist jets causing
major damage, should they
have attempted a surprise
attack on the south
(Richard Seger)
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RIGHT Sgt Vic Collier
checks that the 1000-b
bombs loaded to 'his’ Sabre
have been fused correctly
This 67th FBS F-86F was
at Osan

during the mission

photographec

undertaken by the |8th
FBW in the May/Juneljuly
1953 period (Vic Collier)

FAR RIGHT Capt Dennis

Clark, Operations Officer
for the 67th FBS, prepares
to start his engine prior to
departing on a bombing
sortie 'up north’. His
assigned aircraft was
DENNIS THE MENACE,
which was duly re-allocated
to Lt Reid Ivins when Clark
completed his tour in Korea

(Kenneth Koon)

BOTTOM RIGHT Lt Jack
Cook's DELTA QUEEN Il
(FU-379) is seen parked on
the flightline at Suwon
during the summer of
1953 (Jack Cook)

i

g

il
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RIGHT All of the 8th FBW's
squadrons were obligated
to ‘pull’ their share of alert
duty, as shown here. Facing
the 36th FBS pilot/
photographer across the
alert pad is @ 35th FBS
F-86F Ground support
personnel were never far
away in case the klaxon
sounded, scrambling the
aircraft (Jack Taylor)

BELOW RIGHT Traditionally,
the most colourful Sabre in
the 8th FBW was the
personal mount of the wing
commander. And despite
lacking nose-art or @
nickname, the multi-
coloured bands around the
forward fuselage and
colourful fin sunburst made
the Sabre stand out from
all the others on the
flightline (U B Alford)
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LEFT Capt Jack Magee
(centre) of the 36th FBS
celebrates his | 00th
mission with his crew chief
and another groundcrew-
man. Magee’s aircraft
during his tour of duty bore
the name KATHRYN Il in
honour of his wife. This
photograph was taken at
Suwon during the summer

of 1953 (Jack Magee)

BELOW LEFT On a rare ‘off
day’, it was easy to round
up a few pilots (suitably
adorned in appropriately
coloured scarves and ball
caps, of course) to pose for
some pictures out on the
flightline. This shot was
taken in the spring of
1953, prior to the onset of
the heavy sortie ‘surges’
that were required to
counter the Chinese ground
offensives.The | 2th FBS
Sabre that serves as the
backdrop for this shot
(FU-323) was lost on a
combat mission on |6 June
1953 whilst being flown by
Lt fames Allston

(William Barber)
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ABOVE Shimpai Nai was a
36th FBS Sabre flown by

Lt Jack Taylor, who had
earlier completed a
significant number of
missions in the F-80C,
before converting to the
F-86F Within a 34-month
period, the 36th had begun
the war flying F-80Cs,

switched over to the F-5/D

for several months, and
then reverted back to the
F-80C. Finally, in early 1953
they converted onto the
F-86F (Jack Taylor)
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Photographed at Suwon AB
on the 80th FBS’s flightline,
the pilot of this Sabre
patiently waits for the fuel
truck and bomb crew to
finish up so that he can get
on with his mission. The
ordnance load carried by
his Sabre comprises two-
1000-tb GP bombs, which
are destined for a target in
the extreme northern
sectors of North Korea
(Robert Odle)
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BELOW Lt Joel Perry has a
last-minute discussion with
his crew chief, prior to
undertaking a test hop in
his F-8&6F in the wake of a
routine maintenance
period. This photograph was
taken in the autumn of
1953, several months after
the war had ended. By this
stage, the only |8th FBW
Sabres loaded with
ordnance were the jets sat
on the alert pad. Although
the fighting was now
technically over, pilots still
accumulated plenty of flying
time on sorties flown south
of the 38th Parallel

(Robert Hook)

CHAPTER 5

POSTWAR ACTIVITIES M

IN KOREA

When the ceasefire came into effect on 27 |uly 1953,
both the American public and media alike considered, the
Korean War over. However. for the men of the four Sabre
wings in-theatre, the conflict was far from over, Indeed,
the situation in North and South Korea has changed very
ittle over the past 46 years, with both countries still
remaning sworn enemies.

The F-86 wings remained on-station for over a year,
and there were numerous MG kills made during this
time. With the threat of conflict never far away, it was
essential that the new Sabre pilots that rotated into
South Korea in 1954 had honed their airto-air combat
skills prior to their arrival. The 4th FIW remaned at
Kimpo until | October 954, when it finally moved its

operation to Chitose AB, Japan, whilst the 5lst FIW
stayed at Suwon until | August 1954. At that time. the
farmous ‘checker tails’ moved to Naha AB, on Okinawa.
The two fighter-bomber wings alse had plans to pull
out after four years on Korean soll The 8th FBW was the
first to leave, returning to its old base at ltazuke in
October 1954, That left the 18th FBW as the last USAF
F-86 wing in South Korea, and it would take up residence
at Kadena AB, also on Okinawa, on | November 1954,
Today, the F-|5C Eagle-equipped | 8th FW still remains at
Kadena as one of the most formidable combat outfits in

the USAF's arsenal. The Sabre legend in Korea itself would
be passed on to the 58th FW at Osan in March 1955
Right after the war ended, there was a mass exodus
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LEFT Both the 8
| 8th FBW's

patches made up fc
individual flights. Here

Lt Frank Harrison

Operations shack

dings often bei

colt

their respective unit. This
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ABOVE Fighter pil

, are the same

at the Officers’ Club at (

by which time t

ther had already

autur

arr

67th FBS 'Fighting
patch sewn onto his jacket,
whilst the individual second
from the right boasts a 35th
FBS ‘Black Pantt

on his A-|.The lat

5" emble

r pilot

g

must have been visiti

Osan, for his squadron
narmally operated out of

ith the 8th FBW

Suwon w

(Robert Niklaus)

"to the

LEFT ‘Fighting Cock

This shot, taken in

tober 1953, shows a
of 67th FBS F-86Fs patrolling

off the coast of Narth Korea

The only time MiG-15s

came close to the Sabres

during this period was when

1S were escorting

o-recce airc

Niklaus)



ABOVE In the weeks after
the ceasefire came into
effect, both the 8th and
18th FBWs were instructed
to put a lot of Sabres into
the air to undertake lengthy
patrols along both coasts,
and immediately below the
38th Parallel. Although the
Jets carried no bombs, their
presence was a show of
both force and readiness.
Some of the best air-to-air
photography was taken at
this time, as much
formation flying was done
in relatively ‘relaxed’
conditions. These yellow-
trimmed F-86Fs of the
12th FBS were
photographed in August
1953 (Robert Hook)

That day | was on alert as leader of a four-ship flight. As

soon as the F-86s announced that they had engaged the

MiGs, we were scrambled. We were vectored north over
the coast past the DMZ, where we met the returning Yalu

patrol. Our orders were to engage any MiGs that were

following the 335th aircraft, but alas, it was all over, as the

enemy fighters chose not to purs them — probably

because the 335th had downed two of them in the fight!

Lt Robert Niklaus was also involved in a few of these
patrols whilst assigned to the |8th FBW in late 1953.One

of the missions he recalls |

= was far more significapt

than anyone knew at the time it proved to be an

omen of things to come during the long, drawn out, Cold

n conthct;

War that followed the Ko

‘The only good thing about being in Korea was its

close proximity to Japan! Our flying time was cut back to

about six hours a month, and ever Increasing restrictions

and supervision virtually eiminated one aof our favourite

Buzz

sports, "“Sampan as well as the occasional

3

dogfight with our air-to-air neighbours |3 and, K-14

ded that we

In the fall of 1953, the "powers that be'

needed to fly off the coast of North Ko

to the mouth of the Yalu River — th

of the Yalu, This meant that when we made the turn back

south, my position temporarily put me in the lead of the

me. Whilst we were underta th

glanced up ahead and was stun see a dozen MiGs
heading directly for us! Not only were  in a bad flight
position, but we were also somewhat outnumbered. Lead

was not eager to be a postwar ace and/or a PoW, so

immediately velled for us to stick our noses down and

head south at maximum speed. These MiGs hung

about two miles astern all the way down to Chode

before breaking off. What we later found out shocked us
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ABOVE In the last week of
July 1953, with the cease-
fire just days old, the F-86
wings commenced down
and dusk patrols off both
coasts. This 67th FBS Sabre
was photographed at first
light returning to Osan, via
the west coast of Korea, in
September 1953. MiGs
were rarely encountered
during this period, although
clashes became more
commonplace in 1954
(Robert Niklaus)



114 F

RIGHT Suited up in typical
attire for a Sabre pilot in
Korea in 1953, Lt Robert
Niklaus is seen ready to
climb into his jet on the
alert pad at Osan AB in
November of that year
Niklaus was one of several
pilots who recorded much
of the F-86F's history with
his 35 mm camera, loaded
with Kodachrome 25 film
Behind him is L Carroll
Baird’s assigned Sabre.The
| 8th FBW would eventually
move from Korea to
Okinawa in late |954,
where the wing remains to
this day (Robert Niklaus)

FAR RIGHT Maj Raymond
Lee, CO of the 35th FBS,
was photographed
immediately after he had
returned from a patrol
along the coast of Korea.
This shot was taken in early
September 1953 at Suwon,
which remained the home
of the 8th FBW until it
moved back to fapan
(Raymond Lee)
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FAR LEFT TOP This polish
silver Sobre doesn’t have
nose art or @ name, but it
mmand
ifying that i 5
the squadron boss

.1,-

FAR LEFT BOTTOM 2Lt Bill
Gries prepares to 'li
burners’ on his Hoos
Hotshot His chief
can be seen halding the

Gries get comfortable
ffice” This

phot

the autumn of 1953 at

Osan. During the final

the aircraft ins

alled in b

Joseph Lynch has
4 all of his flight
ady to climb into
his 35th FBS

issance jets into
mmunist airspac

d the aircraft out




118 F-B86 SABF

RIGHT Rapidly approaching
the no-fly zone close to the
38th Parallel, the pilot of this
67th FBS Sabre begins to
turn south back towards his
base at Osan. This
pbhotograph was taken in
September 1953

{Robert Niklaus)

BELOW Lt James Carter’s

My Sweetie is shown
parked in the area at Suwon
where aircraft were ‘hosed
down and cleaned up’, The
blue sunburst on the tail
was the 35th FBS's wing
marking, whilst the 80th FBS
used yellow, as seen on the
aircraft parked in the
background When the

8th FBW pulled back to
Japan in late 1954, the
80th FBS stayed behind to
assist the 58th FW in its
transition from F-84s to
F-86s at Taegu AB (K-2)
(James Carter)
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FAR LEFT Lt Vilas Bielfeldt
poses with his crew chief
prior to taxying out on a
another routine postwar
sortie from Osan. The
former was with the 67th
FBS when the wing made
the long maove to Okinawa
On that day in November
1954, a total of 70 Sabres
and three T-33s launched
for the brief flight to
Itazuke, where they all
refuelled, and then pressed
on over water to Kadena
{Vilas Bielfeldt)

LEFTTOP A colourful group
of 36th FBS pilots gather
around Maj Thielhorn's
Rosalie for a photo session
Mote the large 'Flight’
emblems that have been
sewn onto the pilots’
jackets. The squadron was
known for its bright red
trim and the ‘Flying Fiends'
badge. Only a few of the
pilots seen in this shot —
taken in the autumn of
1953 — had flown combat
prior to the summer. The
8th FBW was still based at
Suwon at the time this shot

was taken (Les Sundt)

LEFT BOTTOM This 80th
FBS Sabre pulls out of its
revetment at Suwon just as
the sun has begun to set
This aircraft would have
been part of a four-ship
flight launched to perform

ing’s final coastal
patrol of the day
(Roy Degan)
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RIGHT TOP In the days
immediately following the
ceasefire, both FBW's
received replacement
F-86Fs so as to ensure that
all six squadrons in-theatre
had their full complement
of Sabres. This is well .4 .
illustrated by this N 7. : <7 — 4 .

photograph, which features . —
A
TiiEh -

no fewer than |8 35th FBS
S

‘blue tails. The wing

commander’s multi-coloured
Sabre can also been seen
to the left of the shot,
whilst the aircraft closest to
the camera is F-86F-30
FU-481. As this view clearly
shows, despite Suwon being

e T T T

0 » / e T iy il S |

one of the most modern
USAF bases in Korea, its
parking area contained
revetments still ‘paved’ with
PSP {James Setterberg)

RIGHT BOTTOM With the
war over and the border
firmed up, facilities that had
been on the temporary side
between [950-53 were
drastically improved in early
| 954 — as this shot of the
8th FEW's Officers’ Club at

Suwan clearly shows.

Needless to say, this
became one of the RoKAF's
most desired bases once
the USAF pulled out. |
Although not retaining a
permanent presence at
Suwon after late 1954,
numerous fighter wings
deployed from Japan during
1955-56 (James Carter)

FAR RIGHT | MissioN
MARY was a 35th FBS
Sabre that bore well-

weathered command

stripes just forward of its
cockpit. The jet's assigned
pilot was Capt R N Kelley,
who bestowed upon it the
name The Jelly Bean. This
photograph was taken
during the postwar months
at Suwon, prior to the 8th
FBW moving back to Japan
(Marvin Patton)
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RIGHT Only those that
have endured a tour of
South Korea during the
winter months can attest to
the bitter weather
conditions faced by
groundcrews on the
flightline over the decades.
This photograph was taken
in December 1953 during
a typical snow storm for
that time of year. Such
conditions would have
made flying impossible,
even if communist forces
had been spilling over the
38th Parallel. These F-86Fs
belong to the 80th FBS at
Suwon AB

(Bob MeDermott)
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North American F-86F-30 Sabre
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Starboard side consoie panel
North American T4E ejection seat
Pilat’s rear view mirror

Shiding cockpt canopy cover

Ejection seat headrnest

ADF sense antenna

Pilot's back armour

Ejection seat guide rails

Canopy handle

Cockprt pressunsation vahes
Armowed side panels

Tailpizne trm actuator

Front spar attachment fuselage main frame
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fuel capacity 435 US gal (362 Imp gal.

| 644-it)

Fuselage bottom longeron

Intake ducting

Rear radio and electranics equipment bay
Canopy emergency release handle
ADF loop antenna

Codepit pressure relief vale

Starboard wing fuel tank

Leading edge slat guide rails

Starboard automatic leading edge slat.
extended

Cable drve to aileron actuator

Fitat head

Starboard navigation kgt

‘Wing tip fairing

Starboard aderon

Alleron hydraulic actuator

Alleron balance

Starboard siotied flap, dewn pasition
Fap guide rail

Uipward identification light
Airconditioning pack

Intake fainng starter/generator housing
Rear spar attachment fuselage man frame
hydraulic system reserveirs
Longeron/main frame jont

Fuel filter de-icing fhuid tank

Cooling ar outlet

Engine equipmant access panel

Heat exchanger exhaust duct

Engine suspension finks

Fuselage skin panelling

Engne withdrawal rad

Starboard wide ol tank, capacity 5.7 US gal
(475 Imp gal, 21.6-n)

General Blectric j47-GE-27 turboet
Engne

Bleed air system primary heat exchanger
Ground power connections

Fuel filler cap

Fuselage brezk pont sloping frame
(engine remewal)

Top langeran joint

Engine bay cooling air duct
Cooling air outhet

Engine bay firewsll

Engine flarne cans

Rear fuetage framng

Fuel jettson pipe

Fuselage top langeron
Finftailpiane root fairng

Control cable condut

Fin spar attachment joint

Tadplane and rudder control cables
Allrmoving tailplane hydraudic actuate
fin torsion box structure
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Starboard tailplane
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VHF amenna

Rudder structure

Rudder trim tab

Tail navigation light

Port elevatortaiplane flap

Part all-maving taiplane structure
Engine exhaust nozle

Fuel jettson

Heat shrouded jet pipe
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Emergency hydraulic vahes
Arbrake housing

Airbrake hydraulic jack

Fort airbrake panel. open
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Trailing edge root filet
Aft main fuel tark

Main undercarmiage wheel bay
Hydraulic retraction jack

Main undercarriage pivot mounting
Hydraulic lap jack

Flap shroud rbs

Port slotted fap

Fort alleron rib structure

Alleron hy ic actuator

Gyrosyn compass remate transmitter
Wing tg fainng

Part nawigation light

Port autormatic leading edge siat.
extended position
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Front spar

Wing nb and stringer structure
Wing skinleading edge piana hinge
Attachmert. joent

120 US gal (100 frip gal. 454-lit) metmrmal
fuel tank. 200 US gal (167 Imp gal, 757-1t)
Tank & alermnative

Tank pylon, could also carry 1000-b
{454-kg) HE bomb

Port mainwheel

Fuel filler cap

Man undercarmage leg strut

Fuel tank bay corrugated skin doubler
Port wang fuel tank

Tank intere
Skin panel
Slat guide r
Fuel feed ppe

Asleron cable drve hnk

Extendad chord '6-3' fixed leading edge
with outboard fence (late production and
field-modfied earty aircraft)
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ment joint strap
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North American
F-86F-30 Sabre

Powerplant
General Electric |47-GE-27 turbojet

Dimensions
Wing Span - 37,12 ft
Length - 37.54 ft
Height - 14.74 ft
Track - 83 ft
Wing area - 37.12 ft?
Aileron area - 16,36 ft2 each (movement of |5 degrees up/down)
Flap area - 32.51 2
Tail stabiliser area - 19.10 ft2 (span - 12.75 ft)
Elevator area - 8.62 ftZ each
Fin area - 25.32 ft2
Rudder area - 8,12 ft2
Basic mission wing loading - 59.4 |bs per square feet at 17,921 Ibs for take-off

Weight
Empty - 10,890 Ibs
Take-off with two 200-gal tanks - 17,921 Ibs
Take-off with two 200-gal tanks and two |000-lb bombs - 20357 Ibs

Fuel
Fuel used - |P4
Internal tanks - 437 gallons
Two drop tanks - 200-gal each

Performance
Take-off stalling speed (power off) - 144 mph (125 knots)
Ground run at sea level - 3320 ft
Distance to clear 50 ft - 4720 ft
Landing ground roll - 2300 ft
Ferry range - 1615 miles (1403 nautical miles)
Combat radius - 458 miles (398 nautical miles)
Average cruising speed - 520 mph (452 knots) X
Average cruising speed with two 1000-lb bombs - 486 mph (422 knots)
Maximum speed - 695 mph (604 knots) at sea level, 608 mph (528 knots) at 35,000 ft
Combat radius with two 1000-Ib bombs - 316 miles (275 nautical miles)
Total mission time - 2.13 hours
Maximum rate of climb - 9300 ft per minute at sea level
Service ceiling - 48,000 ft
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The exploits of the F-86 fighter interceptor units

in Korea are legendary, the North American fighter
cutting a swathe through the ranks of communist
MiG-15s that threatened the United Nations' aerial
supremacy over the battlefield. However, the vital role
played by the two fighter-bomber wings that re-equipped
with the F-86F in early 1953 have received far less
attention. Ironically, these aircraft were some of the
most colourful Sabres of

the war; as this all-colour
volume dedicated to FBW
Sabres, and their operations,
graphically shows. The 8th
and |8th FBWs had flown
F-51s and F-80s during the first
two years of the war, and the
arrival of ‘mud-moving’

OSPREY FRONTLINE COLOUR

Sabres greatly enhanced the capabilities of these
seasoned units. The new aircraft could carry two

1000-Ib bombs, two 120-gal external fuel tanks and

1800 rounds of 0.50-cal ammunition to any point in
North Korea. The F-86F was also much faster than its
piston- and jet-engined predecessors, allowing pilots to
deal with both MiG-15s and AAA far more effectively.
This volume illustrates all users of the F-86F, including
the South African Air Force's
No 2 Sqn, which flew with the
I8th FBWY, in contemporary
wartime colour. Accompanying
the photographs are detailed
captions, quotes from pilots in
action and an appendices
which includes a double-page
cutaway and full specifications.

Present and future titles in the OSPREY FRONTLINE COLOUR series:
F-51 MUSTANG UNITS OVER KOREA ;
F-86 SABRE FIGHTER-BOMBER UNITS OVER KOREA
F-84 THUNDERJET UNITS OVER KOREA g
B-26 INVADER UNITS OVER KOREA !
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